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SECTION 1: PLAN SUMMARY
Easthampton is a small city, approximately 13 square miles with many natural amenities and
resources. The City has a distinct development pattern that is reflective of the history of mill
development in the community. The damming of Broad Brook by Samuel Williston in 1847 and
1859 to create Nashawannuck (Upper Mill) pond and Lower Mill Pond transformed Easthampton
from a rural village to an industrial center. Easthampton exhibits three major characteristics: a
dense mixed use center around the mill ponds, a protected eastern greenbelt that includes Arcadia
Wildlife Refuge and Mount
Tom, and a western agricultural
zone with protected active
farmland.
Since the development of the
last Open Space and Recreation
Plan in 2004, the City has
achieved a long list of
accomplishments for resource
protection and recreational
needs. Many of these successes
were listed as goals and actions
in the 2004 plan.
With the most recent review of
our resource and community
needs, there remain ongoing
needs, such as continued preservation of our priority protection areas of Mount Tom, Manhan
River, Park Hill agricultural area, and Barnes Aquifer. In addition to permanent protection of these
natural resources, a new focus on long‐term stewardship of these parcels has become a priority.
Baseline studies, conservation restriction monitoring, and trail maintenance on city‐owned parcels
have been deferred for too long. Citizens are also unclear on the location of open space parcels that
are open to the public and the types of activities that can occur on these sites. New stewardship
activities by the City, land trust partners, and other volunteers can address these challenges.
Figure 1: View of Hampton Mills across Nashawannuck Pond

Other challenges or needs identified by the community include the aging infrastructure of many of
our parks, including Nonotuck Park. Only one playground has been redeveloped in the past 10
years, and there are many playgrounds that are in need of upgrades to address safety issues or
make compliant with American Disabilities Act requirements. In addition, many of our protected
open spaces either prohibit dogs altogether, or dogs off‐leash. Development of a dog park would
address this need. City residents would also like to see more formalized boat facilities along
Nashawannuck Pond to increase water‐based recreation within the downtown area. The beloved
and highly used Manhan Rail Trail has been completed in Easthampton, with connections to
Northampton and Southampton. The next step is to connect the trail to neighborhoods, parks, and
schools through formal bike lanes and more sidewalks.
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SECTION 2: INTRODUCTION
A.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose of this plan is to inventory, assess, and plan for future open space and recreation
resources. Through this process, we have identified existing and potential needs that are not
currently being met or will not be met unless we start to address these short comings today
(Appendix A: Action Plan Map). Our last OSRP was completed in 2004, and so much has happened
in our City since that time. In the years since the last plan, Easthampton adopted a Master Plan in
2008 which created a community vision, identified community needs and opportunities, and
outlined goals and strategies to implement the plan for ten topics (housing, economic development,
open space & natural resources, recreation, cultural and historic resources, energy, transportation,
public services & facilities, education, and land use). The following community vision statement was
crafted by the Master Plan Committee to guide future decisions and policies for the City:
Easthampton is a model small city of the 21st century. It retains its mill
town soul, while fostering innovation. Community members treasure the
abundant resources, dynamic downtown, and vibrant neighborhoods. By
adapting, evolving, and making tough choices, Easthampton is
sustainable, inclusive, balanced, and a great place to live.
Easthampton continues to plan and implement recommendations from the 2004 Open Space and
Recreation Plan and the 2008 Master Plan. Since the last open space plan in 2004, the Manhan Rail
Trail has recently been extended to connect to Northampton and Southampton. The Parks and
Recreation Department continues to
upgrade Nonotuck Park, including
new bathroom facilities, baseball
fields,
pavilions,
and
road
improvements. A new park, Lower
Mill Pond Park, is located behind the
Pleasant Street Mills adjacent to the
Manhan Rail Trail and provides a
new amphitheatre, basketball courts,
bathroom facilities, and exercise
equipment.
Daley
Field
has
undergone upgrades to the softball
and baseball fields, basketball
courts, and tennis courts. Pleasant
Green Playground was also upgraded
with new playground equipment.
The City has also acquired over 200 acres of open space land and nearly 30 acres under
Conservation Restrictions. Community gardens were developed and multiple acres of land have
been placed under Agricultural Preservation Restriction. Environmental quality improvements
have been completed with the dredging of the Nashawannuck Pond. Finally, the City has also
Figure 2: Lower Mill Pond Park and Amphitheatre
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adopted a Transfer of Development Rights Ordinance and a Stormwater/Erosion Control
Ordinance.

B.

PLANNING PROCESS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

For this update, the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission was contracted through a District Local
Technical Assistance grant to develop the required maps and to update parts of the plan. City
Planner Jessica Allan updated a number of elements with assistance from the Open Space and
Recreation Committee. The Committee was formed in January 2013 and has representation from
the Conservation Commission, Parks and Recreation Department, Manhan Rail Trail Committee,
Barnes Aquifer Protection Advisory Committee, Pascommuck Conservation Trust, Planning Board,
Historic Commission, Community Preservation Act Committee, and one member of the general
public. The Committee met frequently to develop the community survey, plan and attend the
Visioning Workshop, review draft chapters and maps, and develop goals, objectives, and actions
based on data trends and comments from the public.
The draft plan was developed following the guidelines established by the Massachusetts Division of
Conservation Services for the preparation of state‐approved open space and recreation plans. Data
was collected and analyzed by the Committee and consultant team to identify specific trends for
open space and recreational needs. This data was compared to the comments received from the
community through the Public Participation process.
The plan used two methods for collecting information from the community to set future goals and
priorities: a Community Survey and a Visioning Workshop. The community survey was made
available online through the City’s website at easthampton.org and through the Planning
Department Facebook page. Paper copies were also available at the Community Center, Senior
Center, and Emily Williston Library. There were about 240 respondents to the survey. The
Committee held a Visioning Workshop on May 29, 2013, which was attended by 40 members of the
public. The public was notified of the survey and the Visioning Workshop via email notification,
flyers posted a various locations through the city, the Planning Department Facebook page, and
articles in the press.
The Planning Department engaged the local Conservation Commission, Parks Commission, and
Commission on Disability to assist with the ADA Self‐Evaluation. The draft plan was available for
public comments 30 days in October 2013. The Open Space Committee has incorporated additional
comments as needed, with the plan completed in December 2013.

C.

ENHANCED OUTREACH AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

According to the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA),
using data collected through the 2010 US Census, the City of Easthampton has two Census Blocks
Groups that are considered Environmental Justice Areas. Based on the data, these two census
blocks groups have a high concentration of low‐income households (Appendix B: Environmental
Justice Map). The total population of these two block groups is 2500 individuals, which comprises
15.6 percent of the total population in Easthampton (EOEEA, 2010 Environmental Justice
Populations).
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In addition, the City has delineated a Target Area as required under the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) which incorporates the highest concentration of low‐moderate income
individuals in the City. The Target Area is larger than the two Environmental Justice Census Blocks
Groups identified by the state
(Appendix B: Environmental Justice
Map).
The CDBG Target Area is comprised of
Downtown Easthampton, the historic
mill district along Pleasant Street and
the core of housing that supports the
two primary economic centers of the
City. This Target area includes the
Pleasant Street, New City, and Holyoke
Street neighborhoods in addition to
the Downtown. About 38 percent of
the total population in the City resides,
and 42 percent of the total housing
units are located within the Target
Area. As a result, this area is
considerably denser in population and
housing than the rest of the city. The
Figure 3: CDBG Target Area
Target Area also has the highest
concentration of Low‐Moderate Income individuals in the city (41 percent), and three times as
many residents in poverty (17 percent) than the rest of the city.
The Easthampton Community Center is the hub for those residents most in need of food and other
social services, and is located within the Environmental Justice Area. The Community Center was
one of three locations within the city where paper copies of the Open Space survey were made
available, as well as flyers regarding the Open Space Public Visioning Session. The other two
locations were the library and the senior center, also located within the Target Area. About 10
percent of the total survey responses were through paper copies from these three locations. In
addition, the Planning Department has begun to coordinate outreach efforts for planning projects
and policies with the Community Center.
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SECTION 3: COMMUNITY SETTING
A.

REGIONAL CONTEXT

Easthampton is a residential and manufacturing community situated below the rugged Mount Tom
Range in Western Massachusetts (Appendix C: Regional Context Map). Located in Hampshire
County within the Pioneer Valley region, Easthampton is geographically the smallest community in
the county at only 13 square miles. It is bordered on the north by Northampton, on the west by
Westhampton, on the west and south by Southampton, and on the east by Holyoke. The Mount Tom
Range establishes the eastern border with Holyoke and runs to the northeast where it runs into the
Connecticut River and Oxbow. Easthampton has historically been an industrial mill town but over
the past decade has become a moderate‐income bedroom community with a growing arts scene.
Easthampton is close to the urbanized core of the Springfield metropolitan area and located within
the Knowledge Corridor, the area
comprising north‐central Connecticut and
the south‐central Connecticut River Valley
in Western Massachusetts, which contains a
large concentration of higher‐education
institutions. To the west of Easthampton,
the communities become more rural and
less developed.
Easthampton is part of the Connecticut
River Watershed and more specifically, the
Manhan
River
sub‐watershed.
In
Easthampton, the Manhan River is the main
tributary stream to the Connecticut River.
Figure 4: View of Easthampton from Mount Tom Summit
The North Branch of the Manhan, Hannum
Brook, and Basset Brook flow into the Manhan from the north. From the south, Broad Brook, White
Brook, Wilton Brook and Brickyard Brook flow into a series of man‐made ponds in the center of
town. These waters eventually reach the Manhan River north of the city where it empties into the
Oxbow, and thence into the Connecticut River itself.
Easthampton sits, within the Connecticut River floodplain, on the former bottom of Glacial Lake
Hitchcock. As the glacial lake retreated, it moved across the communities of Westfield, West
Holyoke, Southampton and southern Easthampton area. This allowed the building of a large delta
whose sediments form much of the Barnes Aquifer. The Barnes Aquifer is a sole source aquifer that
supplies water to Easthampton, Holyoke, Southampton, and Westfield. The Barnes Aquifer
Protection Advisory Committee (BAPAC) is a regional coalition of these four communities as well as
the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (PVPC) who work together to protect the aquifer, an
important regional groundwater resource. BAPAC actively addresses water quality issues, and
educates and advises local governments, citizen groups, and small businesses about groundwater
protection and effects on the aquifer. Easthampton has participated in BAPAC since its
establishment in 1989.
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The land uses between Easthampton and our neighboring communities are fairly consistent. Along
the Southampton‐Easthampton boundary, the Southampton side hosts a large commercial district,
while Easthampton is zoned Industrial and Residential. Preliminary discussions between the two
communities have occurred to discuss the idea of a commercial‐residential gateway district that
would encourage mixed‐use development and design standards in this area. The Park Hill
agricultural area is a Priority Protection Area for both Northampton and Easthampton. Efforts are
underway to better coordinate these protection efforts. The relationships between Holyoke and
Easthampton regarding proposed land use along the Mount Tom Range at times have been
controversial, especially in regard to wind energy proposals, but community leaders are making
efforts to better collaborate on these issues.
Routes 10 and 141 are the main transportation corridors that connect downtown Easthampton to
its surrounding communities. Route 10 runs north to south between Northampton and
Southampton via Easthampton. Route 141 begins in the center of Easthampton and brings
commuters over Mount Tom to connect to Interstate 91.

B.

HISTORY OF THE COMMUNITY

Easthampton is an old city with a rich and varied history. The area was inhabited by Native
Americans for thousands of years prior to European settlement. The Pocomtucks were the last
Native American tribe to settle in the area and had many villages throughout the Connecticut River
Valley. The Norwottucks, the local Indian group affiliated with the Pocumtucks, probably used the
Connecticut River at the Oxbow and the Manhan River for transportation and fishing routes. The
Pocomtucks were decimated by war with the Mohawk Native Americans and smallpox epidemics
brought from contact with the European
settlers in the early half of the 17th
century.
Originally part of Northampton, the city
began as an agricultural community.
Easthampton was incorporated as its
own political entity in Massachusetts in
1785 becoming a town in 1809 and a city
in 1996. By the 17th century, small mills
began to appear along the Manhan River
and remained active until the 18th
century. Civic buildings, such as the
Figure 5: West Boylston Company Mills and Lower Mill Pond
meeting house and residences were also
established in the town center.
By the middle of the 19th century, the industrial revolution had taken root, leading to expansive
industrial growth and community development. The Hampshire and Hampden Canal was in full
operation for its entire route from New Haven to Northampton, although its success was short
lived. In 1847, Samuel Williston, son of the town’s first minister, opened a cloth button factory. His
success in manufacturing buttons resulted in a virtual monopoly of the American button market.
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The original button factory still stands on Union Street and is currently used for retail / office space.
In 1848, Williston constructed a suspender factory, calling it Nashawannuck Manufacturing
Company. Only a portion of these original mill buildings remain.
In 1859, Williston Mills was constructed on Pleasant Street to provide cotton yarn and the first
elastic web company in the United States. All of this manufacturing required water power, and by
the 1850s, Williston dammed up the Broad Brook, creating Upper Mill Pond (now known as
Nashawannuck Pond), Lower Mill Pond, and Rubber Thread Pond. These three ponds are now
important water recreation facilities in the heart of the commercial downtown district.
In the early 1900s, Williston Mills closed down and was quickly occupied by the West Boylston
Manufacturing Company. When the company ceased operation in 1932, buildings were subdivided,
sold, and were used for various industrial and manufacturing purposes. Over the past 15 years, four
of the original six mill buildings have been converted to vibrant, mixed use buildings.
The mills attracted skilled workers
from England, Germany, Ireland,
Poland, and Canada answering the
need for laborers. To respond to this
influx of workers, mill owners,
especially the West Boylston
Company, built mill worker housing
in three village areas – Hampden
Terrace, New City, and Everett Street.
Several of these villages were
connected to the mills by pedestrian
bridges over the mill ponds.
Figure 6: Union Street circa 1950

By the 20th century’s end, many of
Easthampton’s factories had downsized, closed, or relocated due in part to increasing global
competition. Downtown vacancies surged, unemployment was high, and residents had to travel
outside of the city for employment, spending both time and money outside of Easthampton. The
collapse of large‐scale domestic manufacturing in the 1960s, along with large‐scale agricultural
conversion to suburban subdivisions, led to the city’s present‐day formation as a bedroom
community.
Easthampton continues to have a significant manufacturing and industrial base compared to its
more agrarian neighbors. The arts and cultural scene has flourished in recent years, attracting
artists and small entrepreneurs leading to the reuse of old mill buildings and increased tourist
spending. Several mill buildings in Easthampton have found new life as a mixed‐use facilities
housing live‐work apartments, retail, professional offices, restaurants, artist studios and galleries.
In addition, conversion of the Pioneer Valley Railroad line, which transported goods to and from the
mills, to the Manhan Rail Trail has further enhanced the revitalization of downtown and expanded
recreational opportunities and connections to neighboring communities.
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C. POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS
Similar to many communities across the Pioneer Valley region, the population of Easthampton has
remained fairly stable for the past 20 years, with a three percent increase since 1990 (Table 1). This
is on par with the region. From 1990 to 2010, the population of the Pioneer Valley region grew a
minimal three percent, which was lower than the nine percent experienced by the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts as a whole and much lower than the 24 percent experienced by the United States.
Similar to regional and national trends, the city’s population is aging as the Baby Boomers near
retirement age. Populations under the age of 40, including families with young children, continue to
decrease. The number of people living in a housing unit (a household) has been declining for
decades in the United States as more people choose to live alone, have no children or have fewer
children. Over the last two decades in particular, single‐person households increased significantly
while family households with children declined. This is consistent with national trends of smaller
family sizes and couples having children later in life than historically noted.
Table 1: Population and Population Change, 19902010
Age Group

1990

2000

2010

19902000
% Change

20002010
% Change

19902010
% Change

Under 5

1,026

854

778

‐16.8%

‐8.9%

24.2%

5–9

1,064

936

785

‐12.0%

‐16.1%

26.2%

10 – 14

953

966

800

1.4%

‐17.2%

16.1%

15 – 19

1,039

952

847

‐8.4%

‐11.0%

18.5%

20 – 24

1,174

866

840

‐26.2%

‐3.0%

28.4%

25 – 29

1,256

1,153

1,078

‐8.2%

‐6.5%

14.2%

30 – 34

1,484

1,238

1,122

‐16.6%

‐9.4%

24.4%

35 – 39

1,462

1,398

1,121

‐4.4%

‐19.8%

23.3%

40 – 44

1,307

1,389

1,092

6.3%

‐21.4%

16.4%

45 – 49

814

1,415

1,380

73.8%

‐2.5%

69.5%

50 – 54

552

1,295

1,335

134.6%

3.1%

141.8%

55 – 59

602

757

1,370

25.7%

81.0%

127.6%

60 – 64

668

504

1,193

‐24.6%

136.7%

78.6%

65 – 69

716

490

679

‐31.6%

38.6%

5.2%

70 – 74

590

550

428

‐6.8%

‐22.2%

27.5%

75 – 79

451

556

408

23.3%

‐26.6%

9.5%

80 – 84

229

392

380

71.2%

‐3.1%

65.9%

85 – 89

113

204

284

80.5%

39.2%

151.3%

90 plus

46

70

133

52.2%

90.0%

189.1%

Total

15,546

15,985

16,053

2.8%

0.4%

3.3%

Median Age

35.9

35.3

43.0

Source: US Census, 1990, 2000, 2010
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The overall density for Easthampton is 1,207 people per square mile, which is higher than the state
average and many of the surrounding communities. The densest areas of Easthampton are within
the downtown area along the Route 10 and Route 141 corridors. These areas also have some of the
lowest‐income populations in the city. Almost half of the total city populations living in the census
blocks within the downtown area are low‐income individuals, with about 18 percent living in
poverty (Table 2). In addition, a higher percentage of renters live in these census blocks than in
other sections of the community.
Table 2: Downtown Population Characteristics
City of
Easthampton
13.3
16,053
7,772
1,207
584
$53,185
41.1%
5.7%
61.7%

Area (in square miles)
Population
Housing Units
Population Density (Population/Area)
Housing Density (Housing Units/ Area)
Median Household Income
Low/Moderate Income Residents
Residents in Poverty
Homeownership

Downtown
Easthampton
0.27
6,138
3,264
22,433
11,929
$43,882
52.2%
17.6%
45%

Source: US Census 2010, ACS 20072011

The population of Easthampton is primarily White, encompassing about 94 percent of the total
population (Table 3). All racial groups have increased in population from 2000 to 2010 with the
exception of Caucasians, which have decreased by 1.5 percent. Hispanics are about four percent of
the total ethnic population in the city. According to the US Census, about nine percent of
Easthampton residents over five years of age speak a language other than English at home.
Table 3: Ethnicity and Race Estimates

White alone
Black or African American alone
American Indian or Alaska Native alone
Asian alone
Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander alone
Some other race alone
Hispanic or Latino (of any race)
Hispanic or Latino (of one race)
Hispanic or Latino (of two or more races)
One race
Two or more races
Total population
Source: US Census, 2010

2000
Count
15,260
102
23
275
1
180
336
310
26
15,841
153
15,994

2000
Percent
95.4%
0.6%
0.1%
1.7%
0.0%
1.1%
2.1%
1.9%
0.2%
99.0%
1.0%

2010
Count
15,026
174
31
380
4
183
590
536
54
15,798
255
16,053

2010
Percent
93.6%
1.1%
0.2%
2.4%
0.0%
1.1%
3.7%
3.3%
0.3%
98.4%
1.6%

20002010
% Change
1.5%
70.6%
34.8%
38.2%
300.0%
1.7%
75.6%
72.9%
107.7%
0.3%
66.7%
0.4%
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Compared to some communities in the region, Easthampton is more diverse a community than the
more rural communities of Southampton and Westhampton, which has a third of the population of
Easthampton (Table 4). Holyoke and Northampton, some of the larger communities in the region,
are notably more diverse in terms of race and ethnicity. Despite being less than half the size of
Westfield, Easthampton is similar in racial and ethnic populations to this larger community and
city.
Table 4: Regional Comparison of Race and Ethnicity (by percent)
Easthampton
White alone
93.6%
Black or
1.1%
African
American
alone
American
0.2%
Indian or
Alaska Native
alone
0.0%
Native
Hawaiian or
Pacific
Islander alone
1.1%
Some other
race alone
Hispanic or
3.7%
Latino
(of any race)
Hispanic or
3.4%
Latino
(of one race)
Hispanic or
0.3%
Latino (of two
or more races)
One race
98.4%
1.6%
Two or more
races
16,053
Total
population
Source: US Census, 2010

Westfield
92.8%
1.6%

Holyoke
66.0%
4.7%

Northampton
87.7%
2.7%

Southampton
97.3%
0.4%

Westhampton
98.1%
0.2%

0.3%

0.8%

0.3%

0.1%

0.1%

0.0%

0.1%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

2.2%

23.5%

2.5%

0.4%

0.3%

7.5%

48.4%

6.8%

1.5%

1.9%

6.9%

45.6%

6.1%

1.2%

1.5%

0.6%

2.8%

0.7%

0.3%

0.4%

98.2%
1.8%

96.1%
3.9%

97.3%

98.8%
1.2%

99.2%
0.8%

41,094

39,880

28,549

5,792

1,607

Easthampton is becoming steadily wealthier. Since the year 1989, households making over $75,000
a year have increased substantially (Table 5). This may be a result of a higher number of
households now with two‐incomes rather than one‐income as in the past. However, the median
household income of Easthampton remains at about $53,000 a year (Table 3), which is lower than
the regional average of $66,100 for the Pioneer Valley. The median household income for those
census blocks located within the downtown area is about $43,000 (Table 3). According to the
Pioneer Valley Regional Housing Plan (2011), 33 percent of grade school students in Easthampton
in the 2010‐2011 academic year hail from low‐income families.
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Table 5: Household Income Trends
1989
Household Income

#

1999
%

#

2010
%

#

%

Percent
Change
(1989 
1999)

Percent
Change
(1999 
2010)

Percent
Change
(1989 
2010)

Less than $10,000

601

9.8

491

7.2

424

5.9

‐18.3%

‐13.7%

‐29.5%

$10,000 to $14,999

464

7.5

513

7.5

574

7.9

10.6%

11.9%

+23.7%

$15,000 to $24,999

1,092

17.7

827

12.1

560

7.7

‐24.2%

‐32.3%

‐48.7%

$25,000 to $34,999

1,033

16.8

829

12.1

782

10.8

‐19.8%

‐5.7%

‐24.3%

$35,000 to $49,999

1,403

22.8

1,316

19.2

1,093

15.1

‐6.2%

‐17%

‐22.1%

$50,000 to $74,999

1,129

18.3

1,434

20.9

1,084

14.9

27.0%

‐24.4%

‐4.0%

$75,000 to $99,999

304

4.9

840

12.3

1,309

18.1

176.3%

55.8%

+330.6%

$100,000 to
$149,999

89

1.4

503

7.3

1,006

13.9

465.2%

100%

+1,030.3
%

$150,000 or more

45

0.7

106

1.6

401

5.54

135.6%

278.3%

+791.1%

Total Households

6,160

100

6,859

100

7,233

100

11.4%

5.50%

17.42%

Source: US Census, 1990, 2000; ACS 2010

Employment trends for Easthampton show about 9,500 people in the labor force in 2010, with
about an eight percent unemployment rate. This is consistent with neighboring communities, with
the exception of Holyoke (11.6 percent unemployment). Only about one‐quarter of the total local
population commutes to jobs in Easthampton – most of the population commutes out of
Easthampton for employment. Regionally, Springfield and Northampton are the two largest
employment centers.
Like many other communities in the Pioneer Valley region, the service industry sector is the largest
employer (34 percent) for Easthampton residents, with health care and social assistance (10
percent) as the second highest employer. Regionally, between 2001 and 2007, service jobs in the
Pioneer Valley increased to 43 percent of total regional employment. Unfortunately, these
industries are among the lowest paying sectors.
Educational attainment of persons 25 and older show that at least 31 percent hold a high‐school
degree, and 29 percent have four or more years in college. Easthampton public school district in
2012 had an 85 percent graduation rate, and 74 percent graduation rate for low‐income students.
In 2009‐2010, 70 percent of graduating students planned to attend college or university (MA
Department of Education, 2013).
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GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS

PATTERNS AND TRENDS
The wellbeing and livelihood of a community is largely determined by its geographical location and
physical characteristics. As cities grow and develop, the physical characteristics of the community
and its environment change with it. Industrial mill ponds, farmland, and historic woodlots give way
to new recreational, residential, and commercial opportunities. The City of Easthampton has been
shaped by both natural forces and human development resulting in a unique place to live with
opportunities for continued well‐planned development.
Several natural elements, including the north branch of the Manhan River, Connecticut River
Oxbow, Broad Brook, and Mount Tom figure prominently in the delineation and development of
Easthampton. Mount Tom’s profile dominates the eastern boundary, from which residents have a
unique view of their community. The fertile agricultural fields below have a long productive
history, and still contain many active farms along East Street and Park Hill Road. The Manhan
River, Nashawannuck, and Lower Mill ponds have long been an important economic and
recreational resource and provide a rich ecological system in the City. Neighborhoods are clustered
around local schools and religious institutions near the center of town. But from Mount Tom, it is
the massive scale of the old mill buildings and their central location within the city that is a
prominent and identifying characteristic.
The City has a distinct development
pattern that is reflective of the
history of mill development in
Easthampton.
The damming of
Broad Brook by Samuel Williston in
1847
and
1859
to
create
Nashawannuck (Upper Mill) Pond
and Lower Mill Pond transformed
Easthampton from a rural village to
an industrial center. Today the
historic dense center of the city is a
combination of mixed use, mill
industry, residential, and business
development, all centered around
the mill ponds. Surrounding the city
center are agricultural and wooded lands, which over the past 50 years have diminished with the
expansion of mostly residential growth into this surrounding green buffer. Over this same period of
time, the City’s center has also expanded in a linear form, along Route 10 north, the main arterial
road into the City of Northampton.
Figure 7: Echodale Farm, Park Hill Area
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Like most communities in the region, the amount of developed land in Easthampton continues to
increase, while the amount of undeveloped land continues to decline. Over a 30 year period, 924
acres of land have been developed in Easthampton, while 715 acres of farmland and 443 acres of
forest have been lost. As noted in the 2008 Master Plan, Easthampton has seen a continuous loss of
forest and agricultural land since 1952, with a strong increase in residential and business lands.
About 80 percent of the total parcels in Easthampton are residential, with the majority (77 percent)
of residential parcels used as a single family residence. Residential uses comprise about 3,500
acres, or 44 percent of the total acreage of the city.
The greatest increase in developed land has been in residential lots between a quarter and half‐acre
in size. Based on the Easthampton Zoning Ordinance, lots of this size can be built in three zoning
districts: R5, R10, and R15. The minimum lot size that is allowed in R5 for a single family home is
5,000 square feet (tenth of an acre); in R10, the minimum size is 10,000 square feet (quarter of an
acre); and in R15, the minimum size is 15,000 square feet (third of an acre). These three zoning
districts comprise 23 percent of the total land zoned in Easthampton, and are located generally
within the city center and the surrounding neighborhoods. The next largest residential zoning
district in Easthampton is R‐35, which
allows a minimum of 35,000 square
feet (about three‐quarters of an acre).
This district comprises 40 percent of
the total zoned lands in Easthampton
and is primarily along East Street and
the Park Hill‐Loudville Road area, two
Priority Protection Areas in the
community.
The R40 district, with minimum one‐
acre lot size, sits in the southern most
section of the city (known as the
Plains), and covers the Barnes
Aquifer. Up until the year 1972, the
Plains was zoned R15, which Figure 8: Subdivision Development, East Street
encouraged a higher density of
residential development on an environmentally sensitive area. “Upzoning” this section of
Easthampton to R40 was intended to help slow residential development in this area. In addition,
several Open Space Residential (Cluster) Developments have been built in this area, providing some
permanently protected open space for aquifer protection.
Tax exempt parcels cover a large portion of the city, about 2,000 acres, or 25 percent of the total
acreage in the city. The number of parcels is small however – only 308 parcels, or five percent of
the total parcels in the city. However, tax exempt lands and Chapter 61A and61B lands, which are
lands that pay a limited amount in taxes to the community, total about one‐third of the total acreage
in Easthampton – around 2,500 acres. According to the assessor’s office, the city also contains 268
vacant, developable residential parcels, for a total of 800 acres. There are also an additional 18
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vacant developable parcels for commercial development, and 20 vacant developable parcels for
industrial development (Easthampton Master Plan, 2008).
Table 6: Land Use Trends (in Acres)
LAND USE

1985

1999

2005

1,487

1,092

706

166

131

301

3,774

3,690

3,486

Wetland

39

24

563

Mining

25

26

25

Open Land

317

439

289

Participation Recreation

62

71

111

WaterBased Recreation

1

1

1

MultiFamily Residential

101

118

349

Residential  ¼ acre

77

77

531

1,647

1,862

1306

Residential  ½ acre +

320

411

185

Commercial

120

139

320

Industrial

99

129

155

Urban Open Land

139

180

0

Transportation

37

41

17

Waste Disposal

15

15

40

Water

150

150

210

Woody Perennial

130

109

107

8,706

8,705

8,702

Cropland
Pasture
Forest

Residential  ¼ to ½ acre

Total
Source: MassGIS, 2012

Note: The method for estimating land use changes by agencies of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts was modified significantly between 1999 and 2005. Therefore, the
estimates for 2005 should not be considered comparable to the prior estimates for
1971, 1985 and 1999.

About 80 percent of the total parcels in Easthampton are residential, with the majority (85 percent)
being single family homes. The highest number of building permits pulled between the years 1995
and 2006 was for single family homes – a total of 485 over an 11 year period. The year with the
most activity was 2005, with 83 permits (Easthampton Master Plan, 2008). Since the economic
downturn in 2008, the amount of building permit activity has dropped considerably. Since 2008, no
more than 15 building permits were pulled. The year with the lowest building permit activity since
2008 was in 2012, when only seven building permits were pulled. All of these permits were for
single family homes (HUD SOCDS Building Permit Database, 2013).
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The year 2001 saw a large amount of activity (19 permits) for three and four multifamily units. The
city anticipates the number of multi‐family units to increase over the next few years, with two
moderately sized affordable housing developments to be built; a 38‐unit rental development on
Parsons Street in the New City neighborhood, and the 50‐unit Cottage Square development to be
built in the old Dye Works building located on Cottage Street in the heart of downtown, across from
Nashwannuck Pond.

D.

INFRASTRUCTURE

One of the most important factors in determining developmental pressures on an environment is
the density and amount of infrastructure within it. Gray infrastructure (transportation, water and
sewage systems) determine what parts of the environment are buildable and to what density of
development they can support. The impact of residential development on Easthampton’s current
infrastructure must be considered, and new housing units should be concentrated in areas with
existing capacity to meet increased demand.

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS
The City of Easthampton has a total of
92 miles of roadway (PVPC, 2011).
The major thoroughfares in the city
are Route 10 and Route 141
(Appendix C: Regional Context Map).
Route 10 traverses the city from the
Northampton town line to the
Southampton town line. Route 141
traverses the city from Holyoke and
ends in the center of the City at a
junction with Route 10. Interstate‐91
can be accessed in Holyoke from
Route 141. Secondary roads include
East Street, Hendrick Street, Loudville
Road, West Street, Florence Road, and
Pleasant Street. All of these roads
carry commuter traffic through
Easthampton from local residential
developments
and
neighboring
Figure 9: Manhan Rail Trail
communities.
The City of Easthampton is proud to have six miles of dedicated bicycle paths that connect to a
larger regional network of 23 miles of bike trails in Northampton, Hadley, Amherst, and
Belchertown. In Easthampton, the Manhan Rail Trail runs along an abandoned railroad right‐of‐
way (Appendix D: Sidewalk Map). The trail was built in two phases, with final construction of Phase
Two in 2012. Phase One of the Manhan Rail Trail was completed in 2004, and originally connected
the Connecticut River/Route 5 westward and southward past the center of the City. Phase Two
extended the trail northward to connect to downtown Northampton and further southward to
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Southampton. Easthampton has a specially established Manhan Rail Trail Committee that takes the
lead on maintenance and enhancement of the trail. There is also a non‐profit organization, Friends
of the Manhan Rail Trail, which is dedicated to preserving, beautifying, and enjoying the Manhan
Rail Trail.
A sidewalk inventory of the entire city was conducted in the summer of 2007 (Appendix D:
Sidewalk Map). The results of this inventory show some small areas within the downtown area that
are lacking sidewalks. The majority of the downtown area has sidewalks on at least one side of the
street, and sidewalk connections can be made from surrounding neighborhoods to the three
elementary schools, the middle school, and the high school. Students can also connect from
downtown to the Williston Northampton School and the Tri‐County School via the Manhan Rail
Trail.
The City has consistently worked on sidewalk improvements over the years, with most focus being
on sections in greatest disrepair or in improving student walking access to schools. Sidewalks from
the downtown to White Brook Middle School and Williston Northampton School were completed in
1995, and a new sidewalk was constructed along Line Street to connect the Plains with Park Street.
Beyond pedestrian safety, new sidewalks are also being used to spur economic revitalization. New
sidewalks and parking were provided along Cottage Street in 2003, and sidewalks were
reconstructed in 2006 to connect Pleasant Street Mills with the downtown.
There is a greater concern for the lack of sidewalks on some busy secondary roads that connect
neighborhoods on the outer edges of the city to the downtown area. East Street has been identified
by the public as a major road that could benefit from sidewalk infrastructure. Other roads such as
Loudville Road, Hendrick Street, Plain Street, and Florence Road could also benefit from sidewalk
infrastructure, to allow residents on the outer edges of the city to safely access goods and services
in the downtown area. Sidewalk infrastructure would also be beneficial on the western stretch of
Route 10, to allow residents to access commercial activity on the Easthampton side and the Big Y
commercial plaza at the Southampton line (although the extension of the rail trail to the
Southampton line can provide pedestrian and bicycle access as well).

WATER SUPPLY
Easthampton is one of many communities across the state that relies on groundwater for its source
of drinking water. The source of the public water supply is the Barnes Aquifer system, a complex of
several productive aquifers extending about twelve miles north and south (Figure 10). The Barnes
Aquifer lies under most of Easthampton, but also reaches into Westfield, Holyoke, Northampton,
and Southampton. The water is held within sand and gravel deposits laid down approximately
14,000 years ago by a retreating continental glacier. There are currently 11 municipal wells which
supply five million gallons of water per day (MGD) to approximately 60,000 people in
Northampton, Easthampton, Southampton, Holyoke and Westfield (BAPAC, 2012).
Currently, there are six registered wells that draw water from the Aquifer in Easthampton; these
are the Nonotuck Park Well, the Nonotuck Road Well (not currently active), the Brook Street Well,
the Hendrick Wellfield and Pines Well off Hendrick Street, and the Maloney Well off Lovefield
Street. The Nonotuck Park Well and Brook Street Wells are high quality sources that are pure
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enough to enter the distribution system
without any treatment or chemical additions.
These sources account for about 50 percent of
the total daily supply for Easthampton
residents which resulted in the EPA
designating the Barnes Aquifer in Easthampton
as a sole source aquifer on May 12, 1995
(Easthampton Water Works, 2012).
In the early 1980s the Hendrick Street Wellfield
and the Pines Well were found to contain the
volatile organic compound, Trichloroethylene,
(TCE), in amounts that exceeded the maximum
contaminant level set by the EPA, therefore
that water must undergo treatment before
entering
the
distribution
network.
Approximately 130 miles of underground
water main delivers water to almost the entire
City with service connections to over 5,400
homes and businesses (Easthampton Water
Works, 2012). Less than one percent of the
residences in the City rely on private wells for
drinking water (Drury Lane, Mineral Street,
River Street, and Old Stage Coach Road) and
many of these homeowners are planning to
connect to the public water system as the
service becomes available.
The water system in Easthampton has a
Figure 10: Map of the Barnes Aquifer
permitted withdrawal limit of 3.8 MGD. The
current average daily withdrawal is only 1.6
MGD, 42.1 percent of their permitted withdrawal limit and 26.7 percent of the water system’s total
capacity. The majority of the city has access to the public water supply system. Water services are
also provided to large commercial users, such as a grocery store, in Southampton, for an increased
fee.

SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE
Most of the city is adequately served with access to the sewer system. The design capacity of the
Easthampton Wastewater Treatment Plant is 3.8 MGD, with an average daily flow of 2.5 MGD or
65.8 percent of its total capacity. About one percent of the residences in the City are on a private
septic system with the majority of these in the Plains Area (southern part of Easthampton). This
number is slowly dwindling as the City requires homeowners to connect to the public sewer, if
available, when residences are sold. A recent water and sewer extension occurred along Fort Hill
Road in 2012. There are currently no plans to extend the water or sewer lines to Drury Lane or
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Mineral Street in the northwest corner of Easthampton or to River Street or the extreme southern
end of Pomeroy Street.

E.

LONG‐TERM DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS

Easthampton exhibits three major community characteristics: a dense mixed‐use center, a
protected eastern green belt, and a western agricultural residential zone. The prominence of Mount
Tom and Nashawannuck Pond serve as important identities and reference points for the
community. The protected natural resources of Mass Audubon’s Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary and
Mount Tom State Reservation, along with Route I‐91 and Connecticut River, combine to give a
strong sense of boundary and backdrop to the east. The challenge is to promote new opportunities
for land use development within this existing framework. Easthampton citizens have stated that
they would like to see new, denser development occur in the center city, where infrastructure
already exists, while protecting key areas of green space on the city edges. There is also a need to
encourage new housing and recreational opportunities, while preserving neighborhood character.
The key recommendations and strategies in this plan will provide guidance on how to encourage
appropriate development and protect valuable open space in order to retain the historical and
existing development patterns which have defined Easthampton for generations.
In 1999, the Massachusetts EOEA provided every community in the Commonwealth with a build‐
out projection and the community impacts associated with maximum development (Table 7). While
it is unlikely that this much development will occur in Easthampton, it is important to consider the
implications of uncontrolled growth. If Easthampton were to grow to its maximum capacity based
on current zoning and land use, the city could see its population almost double, with a 50 percent
increase in the number of households. The build‐out also projects an increase of developed land by
3,000 acres (Community Development Plan, 2001).
Table 7: Projected BuildOut Impacts

Population
Students
Households
Total Water Use (gallons/day)
Additional Resources
Residential Water (gallons/day)
Commercial / Industrial water (gallons/day)
Total Solid Waste (tons/year)
Nonrecyclable Waste (tons/year)
Recycable Waste(tons/year)
Roadways
Source: PVPC, 2001
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2001
15,994
1,978
7,083
1,833,460

Buildout
27,847
2,840
11,787
3,619,210

1,427,084
358,686
6,080
4,324
1,756
40

Difference
11,853
862
4,704
1,785,750
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Easthampton has adopted and used a number of innovative zoning ordinances to steer
development toward Downtown and into areas with existing infrastructure and excess capacity.
The Mill Overlay District encourages the redevelopment of existing mill buildings and is located
along the public transit route and the Manhan Rail Trail, which creates a direct link to downtown
Easthampton. The Open Space Residential Development (OSRD) ordinance allows developers
flexibility in lot size and shape in exchange for the protection of open space. This ordinance has
been well used in Easthampton, and has provided hundreds of acres of protected open space as a
result. The city has also adopted an Aquifer Protection Overlay District and a Floodplain and
Manhan River Protection District. These two Overlay Districts limit residential development and
prohibit the manufacture or storage of hazardous materials in these resource areas (Appendix E:
Zoning Map).
In 2006, Easthampton adopted a Transfer of Development Rights Ordinance, which provides for
increased density of residential and commercial development in the Receiving Area while
preserving open space in the Sending Area (Appendix F: Transfer of Development Rights Map). The
Receiving Area in Easthampton is the Downtown area, the Industrial Districts, and along South
Main Street and Florence Road. The Sending Areas are the Priority Protection Areas in Park Hill,
East Street, and along the Manhan River. To this date, the TDR ordinance has never been utilized.
The City would like to revise the Ordinance to provide greater utilization.
Finally, the City adopted a Chapter 40R Smart Growth District in 2010 (Appendix E: Zoning Map).
The ordinance encourages compact, mixed use development and affordable housing in designated
areas through an expedited permitting process. To date, there has been one housing project
permitted under the Chapter 40R ordinance. Cottage Square will provide 50 units of affordable
housing in a historic mill located in the heart of downtown Easthampton. The redeveloped property
will consist of 50 apartments available for residents earning between 30 to 60 percent of the Area
Median Income. All apartments will be deed restricted for 30 years. It is anticipated this
development will move forward within the next year now that the financing for the project has
been committed through Federal and State Historic and Affordable Housing Tax Credits,
Community Preservation Act (CPA) funds, HOME Funds, Affordable Housing Trust Funds, Housing
Stabilization Funds, and a permanent mortgage.
The Parsons Village development will be 38‐units of rental housing grouped into six buildings on a
4.34 acre site in the New City neighborhood. One‐hundred percent of this housing will be developed
for households with incomes at or below 60 percent of the Area Median Income. The development
will also include a community house, picnic areas, and a playground that will be available to the
public. Funding for the project through Department of Housing and Community Development has
been received for this project, and construction is expected to begin in the fall/winter of 2013.
Other major developments occurring in Easthampton are within the mills on Pleasant Street and
downtown at the original Samuel Williston button factory on Union Street. Of the six mills located
along Pleasant Street, four of them are undergoing major renovations as mixed use buildings, with
retail, professional offices, art studios, restaurants, and residential units. Both public and private
investment is currently occurring within and surrounding these mills to reach maximum buildout
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within the next five years. In Downtown, the newly renovated Button Building will provide a mix of
retail and professional office
space to support the expanding
downtown activity.

F.

CONCLUSION

One of the most important
challenges that the city will need
to address in regard to land use is
how to best balance open space
protection with development
pressures. It is clear citizens of
Easthampton are concerned
about loss of open space and
working landscapes in the city,
and have concerns regarding
development on environmentally
sensitive lands, such as the East Figure 11: Manhan River
Street corridor or the Barnes
Aquifer. The City has taken steps to encourage infill development through proactive planning,
zoning updates, public infrastructure projects that support private investment. Better utilization of
some of these tools, such as Transfer of Development Rights and Chapter 40R will direct growth to
the city centers where infrastructure is available and away from our Priority Protection Areas in
Park Hill, East Street, and the Barnes Aquifer.
Acquisition of key open space parcels is necessary to create linkages between existing permanently
protected lands and develop a cohesive city‐wide greenway network. Parcels along the base of
Mount Tom, especially along Hendrick Street, should be acquired to protect the Barnes Aquifer and
preserve the scenic quality of the mountain. Park Hill contains the greatest concentration of
working farms and provides sweeping views of the Mount Tom Range. The Manhan River contains
some of the most diverse ecological habitat in the city, and could provide another water recreation
resource in the city. The floodplains along the Connecticut River not only have a rich and varied
history as Native American grounds, but are also home to a variety of wildlife. All of these places are
considered special in the community and are worthy of protection.
Passive and active recreational opportunities are readily available throughout the city, especially
within the downtown area where the highest concentration of low‐moderate income population
resides. However, the public has noted that some of these recreational facilities are aging, and
resources to upgrade are needed. In addition, there are several neighborhoods within the city
where there are no parks or playgrounds within walking distance. The City should work to identify
these locations and develop new parks within a short distance from homes, regardless of age or
income. New or expanded parks could also be developed to support the existing recreational
activities that are currently occurring on and surrounding Lower Mill and Nashawannuck Ponds.
20 | Page

Easthampton Open Space and Recreation Plan

2013

SECTION 4: ENVIRONMENTAL INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS
Despite its small size (approximately 13 square miles), Easthampton contains several important
natural features that contribute to its character and conservation value. Principal among these are
the Mount Tom Range and the Manhan River and its tributaries. Every Easthampton resident is
aware of the Range and the river system, and many make use of them for recreation or at the least
aesthetic appreciation. Residents may not be aware, however, that both the Mount Tom Range and
the Manhan River system host a diversity of both common and rare species that comprise relatively
intact natural communities. To the degree that wide‐ranging mammals, including fisher (Martes
pennanti) and bobcat (Felis rufus), find habitat in the City, is due to these areas’ high quality. The
city also includes fine agricultural areas that remain productive due largely to a post‐glacial lake
that occupied the Connecticut River Valley some 10,000 years before the present day. The presence
of these important natural resources and open spaces amidst residential, commercial, and light‐
industrial land uses, is one of Easthampton’s defining characteristics.

A.

GEOLOGY, SOILS, AND TOPOGRAPHY

GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY
Easthampton is flanked to the east by the Mount Tom Range, the five peaks and exposed basalt rock
faces of which provide a dramatic backdrop for the city. Part of the Metacomet Ridge, the Mount
Tom Range formed during the Triassic Era (180‐220 million years ago) when volcanic eruptions
exuded lava from a fissure that extended south to New Haven, Connecticut. During the Pleistocene
Era (1.8 million to 11,000 years ago) glacial sculpting with great sheets of ice some two miles thick
molded the steep western face, scraping deep grooves into the Range.
Elevations within the Mount Tom Range are: 1,202 feet at Mount Tom, 1,014 feet at Whiting Peak,
822 feet at Goat Peak, 835 feet at Dry Knoll, and 827 feet at Mount Nonotuck. These peaks, all of
which are located within the Mount Tom State Reservation, provide outstanding vistas west toward
the Hilltowns and north across the Connecticut River Valley from open areas and from two
observation towers. While the Range’s steep and often talus western slopes have prevented most
development, some of the ridgeline, particularly at Mount Tom, is staked with communication
towers and there have been recent explorations for wind development. Though some of the
ridgeline is officially part of Holyoke, its visual presence is significant to Easthampton’s landscape.
From the steep faces of the Range, the land slopes gently westward. Much of Easthampton's
topography is characterized as level to rolling countryside. The largest tracts of level land occur
along the Manhan River and the Oxbow of the Connecticut River, and in the southern portion of the
city off Strong, Phelps, and Hendrick streets, known as the “Plains.” To the west and northwest, the
land generally rises in elevation. Park Hill in the northwest is a gentle plateau that offers
spectacular views east to the Mount Tom Range.
Major slopes are sorted by the U.S. Geological Survey into two broad categories. Generally speaking,
any slope from 0 to 15 percent is considered suitable for development. Slopes greater than 15
percent are considered "excessive" or "steep" for residential and agricultural uses. Steep slopes,
which account for 18 percent of te City’s land area, occur along the Mount Tom Range, the shoreline
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of the Lower Mill Pond, and the terrace escarpments of the Manhan River’s mainstem and north
branch, Hannum Brook, Bassett Brook, Wilton Brook, and Brickyard Brook. Approximately 82
percent of Easthampton's land falls in the 0 to 15 percent gradient (Table 8).
Table 8: Slope Analysis, Easthampton

Slope

Approximate Square Miles

Land Area

015 %
15% and over
(steep and
excessive)
Total

11.1
2.5

82%
18%

13.6

100%

Source: US Geological Survey Maps

Due to the high potential for erosion on steep slopes, it is best to preserve these areas as
undeveloped. Moderate slopes from 5 to 15 percent should be restricted to low density patterns of
residences and agriculture. Level lands are generally suitable for more intensive development,
including business, industry, and residential uses. However, level lands subject to flooding from
adjacent streams, the Manhan River, and the Connecticut River should remain open as agricultural
and conservation land. (Appendix K: Water Resources Map)
The USGS 2010 Surficial Geology Map shows that there is a corridor of Floodplain Alluvium (sand,
gravel, silt, and some organic material) along the Manhan River and the North Branch. The
southern part of the City, from Plain Street to Pomeroy Street and the northwestern corner of
Easthampton involves Coarse Deposits (50% gravel clasts in which cobbles and boulders
predominate). For most of the rest of the City surficial material involves Fine Deposits (very fine
sand, silt, clay).

SOILS
Retreating glaciers during the Pleistocene Era led to the formation of Lake Hitchcock, an extensive
waterbody that covered the Connecticut River Valley, including most of Easthampton, for
approximately 4,000 years and stretched 210 miles north and south. Lake Hitchcock drained as the
dams in Connecticut eroded in stages and left behind alternating layers of gravel, sands, silts, and
clay deposits.
These stratified glacial deposits provided optimal conditions for the formation of the Barnes
Aquifer, the City’s critically important drinking water resource. The Aquifer also serves residents
in Holyoke, Southampton, and Westfield. These deposits of fine sands, silts, and clay, also
contributed to the production of rich alluvial soils as local rivers and streams carved valleys and
terraces into the deep and varied glacial material, and delivered soils to their floodplains with
seasonal extremes in flow.
Of its 8,704 total acres, Easthampton contains 3,433 acres designated as “prime farmland soils” and
1,677 acres designated as “state and locally important farmland soils.” Prime farmland soils
contain the best combination of physical characteristics for producing crops. The areas with prime
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agricultural soils occur along the floodplain of the Manhan River, along the East Street corridor at
the base of the Mount Tom Range, and throughout the northern and southern ends of the City.
(Appendix G: Soil Drainage Map; Appendix H: Farmland Soils; Appendix I: Farmland Soils in
Undeveloped Areas).
While state and locally important farmland soils do not meet the requirements of prime farmland
soils, they are of statewide importance for the production of crops. These soils can produce
economically significant crop yields when treated and managed according to acceptable farming
methods and, if conditions are favorable, may even produce as high a yield as prime farmland soils.

B.

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER

The City is fortunate to be located amidst several distinctive landforms that provide scenic beauty
as well as unique environments (Appendix J: Unique Features and Scenic Resources Map).


The eastern slopes and exposed columnar basalt cliff faces below the ridge of the Mount
Tom Range reflect changing shadows and colors throughout the day with the arc of the sun
in the sky. At the same time, the Range provides one of the most important sites for rare
species in western Massachusetts, supporting 41 rare and uncommon plants and animals,
five of them globally rare (MA NHESP, March 2013). The slopes and foothills of the Range
along East Street are home to several farms, fields, and residences, and trails in this area
offer hikers a way to the top for views.



The series of streams that drain to Broad Brook and form Nashawannuck and Lower Mill
ponds lie at the heart of the City and are an important reminder, along with adjacent mill
buildings, of Easthampton’s legacy as a manufacturing town. Today, important government
offices, art studios, shops, business, and the 260‐acre Nonotuck Park are made more
attractive with these water resources in their midst. The most iconic view within the City in
fact is from the north end of Nashawannuck Pond to Mount Tom in the background.
Because the view resembles the neck of a glass bottle it is known locally as “the bottle.” In
addition, White Brook, which drains to this area through Nonotuck Park, is noted for
providing important habitat.



The Manhan River (both north branch and mainstem) tumble from nearby hillsides and
then flow a winding course through the City. The river and its corridor include fields, wet
meadows, shallow marshes, shrub and forested wetlands and provide habitat for fish,
mussels, dragonflies, turtles, and other species. A recent land acquisition supported with
funding from the Community Preservation Act, Pascommuck Conservation Trust, and
private donations from local residents and businesses has protected additional riparian
lands to provide public access for enjoyment of 37 acres along the river.



Park Hill is one of the most extensive and uncompromised remaining areas in agricultural
use. The community gardens and the pick your own opportunities at Park Hill Orchard
combined with the areas gentle slope that gives views to the Mount Tom Range have made
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it a destination for many a resident on a summer’s day. It also hosts “Art in the Orchard,” a
community cultural event.


The Oxbow of the Connecticut River, celebrated in Thomas Cole’s famous 1836 painting
entitled, “View from Mount Holyoke, Northampton, Massachusetts, after a Thunderstorm,”
is an eminently unique landform. Though not a constant visual like the Mount Tom Range
for City residents, all waters draining from Easthampton enter the Oxbow via the Manhan
River. There are several residences and farm fields, and the area is also home to
Massachusetts Audubon Society’s 783‐acre Arcadia Sanctuary.

The Manhan Rail Trail, though more a cultural than natural feature, is another important asset for
Easthampton. A paved, multi‐use greenway winding through the heart of the scenic Pioneer Valley,
it offers the convenience of downtown shops and restaurants combined with spectacular views of
mountains, rivers, and ponds. Part of the New Haven to Northampton Canal Trail, the Easthampton
portion is six miles long, with an additional section in Northampton connecting to the Norwottuck /
Central Massachusetts Rail Trail.
The Manhan Rail Trail is proving to be an economic engine of development; encouraging the
redevelopment of old mill buildings, raising property values along the trail, and bringing numerous
travelers into the city. It connects to parks, a beautiful mural and sculpture garden, and even a
Little Free Library. The trail provides a no carbon commuter option for people working in
Northampton or Amherst and for students attending UMASS, Amherst, and Smith College. And best
of all it provides safe, free, and accessible health and recreation benefits for countless citizens.
The Southampton portion of the trail is progressing rapidly and will provide further opportunities
for travel and recreation when completed. Future development of the Manhan Rail Trail will
concentrate on providing the residents of the city with greater connectivity to neighborhoods,
parks, and schools.

C.

WATER RESOURCES

WATERSHEDS
Easthampton is part of the Connecticut River Watershed and more specifically, the Manhan River
sub‐watershed. In Easthampton, the Manhan River is the main tributary stream to the Connecticut
River. The North Branch of the Manhan, Hannum Brook, and Basset Brook flow into the Manhan
from the northwest. From the southeast, Broad Brook, White Brook, Wilton Brook and Brickyard
Brook flow into a series of man‐made ponds in the center of town. These waters join the Manhan
River which then flows into the Oxbow of the Connecticut River (Appendix K: Water Resources
Map).
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Table 9: Water Quality in Easthampton’s Surface Waters
Name

Segment ID

Class

Total
Maximum
Daily Load
Category*
2

Size

9.3 miles from
headwaters in
Holyoke to inlet at
Nashawannuck
Pond
1.8 miles from
headwaters in
Easthampton to
inlet at
Nashawannuck
Pond
1.3 miles from
headwaters to
outlet at Rubber
Thread Pond

Broad Brook

MA34‐18

B, Cold
Water
Fishery

White Brook

MA34‐14

B

3

Wilton Brook
(incl. Upper
Rubber Thread
Pond and
Rubber Thread
Pond)
Nashawannuck
Pond

MA34‐15

B, Warm
Water
Fishery

5

MA34057

B

5

30.6 acres

Lower Mill
Pond

MA34048

B

4c

29.6 acres

Manhan River

MA34‐11

B

5

Water Quality Issues

Fish community data indicates
supports aquatic life, but not
assessed for other uses.
No uses assessed.

Lower 0.4 miles impaired for
non‐native aquatic plants and
aquatic plants.

Impaired for aquatic life due to
non‐native aquatic plants,
nutrient/eutrophication
biological indicators, and
phosphorous.
Aquatic life impairment due to
non‐native aquatic plants, e.g.
Trapa natans. Fish consumption
advisory is not currently
assessed.
Supports aquatic life, but
impaired for primary contact in
lower 6.2 miles for E. coli
bacteria.

19.2 miles from the
outlet at Tighe‐
Carmody Reservoir
in Southampton to
confluence with
Connecticut River,
Easthampton
* Category 2 = Attaining Some Uses; Other Uses Not Assessed; Category 3 = No Uses Assessed; Category 4a = TMDL is
Completed; Category 4c = Impairment not Caused by a Pollutant; Category 5 = Waters requiring a TMDL
Sources: Massachusetts Year 2012 Integrated List of Waters, Connecticut River Water Quality Assessment Report, 2003.

SURFACE WATER
The pond system in Easthampton was created to supply industrial waterpower early in the town's
history. There are four ponds in this system fed by various streams:





Upper Rubber Thread Pond, which is fed by Wilton Brook and outlets to Rubber Thread Pond
Rubber Thread Pond, which flows into Nashawannuck Pond
Nashawannuck Pond, which receives water from both the Broad and White Brook watersheds
in addition to Wilton Brook
Lower Mill Pond, which is fed by the Brickyard Brook watershed and which then outlets
under Ferry Street and flows a short distance to the Manhan River
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Land development and corresponding impervious surfaces in the watersheds that drain to these
ponds continue to result in water quality and aesthetic problems. Table 9 describes the water
quality issues in the City’s major surface waters, as evaluated by MassDEP.
In the Nashawannuck Pond watershed,
numerous measures have been taken
to improve water quality over the last
two decades. Around Upper Rubber
Thread Pond, at the Williston‐
Northampton School, there have been
investments to date of more than $1.7
million to improve water quality.
Around Nashawannuck Pond itself
there have been investments of more
than $2 million, including the
installation of a Gabion weir on the
White Brook tributary, construction of
a siltation basin on the Broad Brook Figure 12: Nashawannuck Pond Dredging Project
tributary, installation of sediment
controls, including three Vortechnic swirl separators along nearby roadways, erosion and sediment
control projects at four locations along Nashwannuck Pond, and outreach to homeowners on the
importance of riparian buffers and erosion control. Most recently, the City undertook a massive
project to dredge accumulated sediments from the pond that contributed to excessive weed growth
and interfered with boating, swimming, and visual enjoyment of the pond. Unfortunately, ongoing
sedimentation continues. At present, the weirs are full of sediment and funding is needed to
address maintenance and sediment sources.

ACCESS
Access to Nashawannuck Pond is available from Brookside Cemetery which includes a wooden
overlook to the pond; the Boat Ramp (Boat House Beach) on Water Lane; Nonotuck Park; and
directly from the downtown area. Boat access can be obtained from the Boat House Beach. Along
Rubber Thread Pond, Pascommuck Conservation Trust maintains a small park and gazebo, and
there is a short walking path along the southern shore.
At the Lower Mill Pond a paved boat launch provides access. The Manhan Rail Trail and Lower Mill
Pond (Millside) Park border the northwestern shore of the pond. Work here in recent years is
helping to realize the Urban Rivers vision of this area as a recreational commons that also links the
Manhan Rail Trail with local neighborhoods, and the redeveloped historic mills.
Boat access to the Connecticut River in Easthampton is available from the state boat launch located
on the Oxbow and adjacent to Route 5. This is heavily used during warm weather, particularly by
power boats. Access for non‐motorized boats, such as canoes, to the Oxbow and Connecticut River
is also available through Arcadia Sanctuary.
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Table 10: Public Access to Easthampton Streams and Rivers
Stream/River
North Branch Manhan

Name/owner
Hartnett‐Manhan Memorial Forest / New
England Forestry Foundation

Access Point
Loudville Road

Bassett Brook
Brickyard Brook

Town Farm/City
Brickyard Brook Conservation Area/
Pascommuck Conservation Trust
Broad Brook Meadows Conservation
Area/ Pascommuck Conservation Trust

Oliver Street
Mt. Tom Avenue & East
Street
Brittany Lane

Katherine Root Conservation Area/City

Hendrick Street

Boruchowski Conservation Area/City

Hendrick Street

Rocky Parcel/City

Hendrick Street

Connecticut River Oxbow

Mass Audubon
Old Pascommuck Conservation Area and
E Florence Smith Nature Trail /
Pascommuck Conservation Trust

Arcadia Sanctuary
East Street & Manhan
Rail Trail

Hannum Brook

Hannum Brook Conservation Area /
Pascommuck Conservation Trust

Carillon Circle

Unnamed tributaries
from north to Manhan

City (Camp Cook)

Highland Avenue

Manhan River

Pomeroy Meadows Conservation Area /
Pascommuck Conservation Trust
Edward J. Dwyer Conservation Area /
Pascommuck Conservation Trust

Trailhead and trails to
be constructed by 2014
Terrace View Street,
corner of former Burt
Ford lot

City (land next to waste water treatment
plant)

Manhan Rail Trail

City land next to former water works
building

Route 10 at water
works building

Main St. Cemetery/City

Main Street

John Bator Park / Pascommuck
Conservation Trust

Williston Avenue

White Brook Middle School/City

Park Street

Nonotuck Park/City

Nonotuck Park Road

Galbraith Fields/ Williston Academy

Park Street

Broad Brook

Wilton Brook

White Brook

Boat access to the Manhan River is somewhat limited. Access can be obtained near the
Southampton border but opportunities to exit the river are not apparent. Access can also be
obtained at the former Waterworks building through an easement. Ease of navigability varies with
water level and prevalence of woody debris.
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Pedestrian access to the Manhan and its tributaries faces similar issues. Pascommuck Conservation
Trust has protected several parcels of open space along the Manhan River that are open to the
public, although they do not appear to be well known. The Pascommuck Conservation Trust has
also protected land along the North Branch of the Manhan River and Hannum Brook. Table 10
provides a list of public access opportunities to local streams and rivers.

FLOOD HAZARD AREAS
These are areas that are susceptible to overflow of streams during periods of heavy flooding,
including the 500‐year storm event (of 0.2%). For the most part, federally mapped floodplains in
Easthampton are associated with the Manhan River and the Connecticut River Oxbow (Appendix K:
Water Resources Map).

WETLANDS
Wetlands are primarily located in the floodplains of the Manhan River and adjacent to the many
streams and ponds in the City. There are also pockets of wetlands scattered throughout the city,
including marshes and shrub swamps off of Florence Road, around Bassett Brook, and in and
around the Oxbow.
Wetlands are extremely valuable because of the role they play in maintaining a safe and healthy
environment. Some of the functions wetlands perform are:








During periods of heavy rainfall they act as natural water storage areas, reducing damage
from flooding. Preserving wetlands can reduce the need for expensive structural flood control
measures.
Wetlands protect water quality by trapping and filtering sediments from upland runoff. If
wetlands are altered these sediments may then clog stream channels and fill ponds and lakes.
By trapping nutrients from runoff, wetlands make highly productive ecosystems and
contribute to the overall balance and diversity of the environment.
Wetlands provide habitat for a great variety of amphibians, plant and animal life, and thus can
provide recreational and educational opportunities for residents.
Wetlands are generally linked to the ground water system. Depending upon underlying
formations, surface water may percolate through and add to ground water supply.
Wetlands serve as discharge/recharge areas for aquifers. Alteration here can seriously
disrupt the ground water system, create drainage problems and affect water quality.

AQUIFER RECHARGE AREAS
All of Easthampton’s water supply comes from the Barnes Aquifer. The City has six registered
wells, including the 106‐unit Hendrick Street Well Field (Appendix K: Water Resources Map).
These wells also include the Pines Well, Nonotuck Road Well (currently inactive) Nonotuck Park
Well, the Brook Street Well, and the Maloney Well. The 2003 Source Water Assessment and
Protection (SWAP) Report prepared for MassDEP describes the active wells as follows:


The Hendrick Street Wellfield, the oldest component of the system, was developed in 1908,
consists of 106 driven wells of various depths and has an approved withdrawal rate of 1.2
MGD.
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The Pines Well, built in 1962, is a 10‐inch gravel developed well, with an approved
withdrawal rate of 1 MGD. The Pines Well (05G) is located approximately 150 feet from the
western portion of the Hendrick Street Wellfield (04G).
The Nonotuck Park Well (08G) is a replacement well for the original Nonotuck well, which is
now listed as an emergency source only. The replacement well went on line in 1995 and is an
18 by 24‐inch diameter gravel packed well with an approved withdrawal rate of 1.14 MGD.
The Brook Street Well (09G) was completed in 1998 in the central part of town and is a 24 by
36‐ inch diameter, gravel packed well with an approved yield of 1.2 MGD withdrawal.
The Maloney Well is located approximately 2 miles north, (downgradient) of the other
Easthampton sources. The Maloney Well is an 18‐inch diameter, gravel developed artesian
well installed in 1976 with an approved withdrawal rate of 1.7 MGD. Due to high manganese
levels, the Maloney Well is used primarily to supplement the system under high demand.

Each well has associated areas known as a Zone I and Zone II defined by the MassDEP. A Zone I
area is the protective radius required around a public water supply well. For public water system
wells with approved yields of 100,000 gallons per day or greater, the protective radius is 400 feet.
Tubular wellfields require a 250 foot protective radius. The Zone II is the area of the aquifer that
contributes water to a well under the most severe pumping and recharge conditions that can be
realistically anticipated (180 days of pumping at safe yield, with no recharge from precipitation)1.
The Zone I for the Hendrick Street Wellfield is a radial distance of 250 feet from the outer perimeter
of the wellpoints resulting in an oval shaped Zone I. The remaining wells each have a Zone I radius
of 400 feet. The Pines Well, Brook Street, Hendrick Street and Nonotuck Park sources are located
within approximately 1 mile of each other and the Zone II includes all of those sources. The Zone I
for the Maloney well has a radius of 400 feet and the Zone II for the Maloney Well incorporates a
large area as it is at the mouth of three buried valley aquifers that merge and discharge to the
Connecticut River valley just east of the Maloney Well site.2
These delineations serve as the foundation for the City’s Aquifer Protection Overlay Zone. This
overlay zone, however, does not include the Zone II for the Maloney Well in the northern part of the
City. The major reason for this is that the Maloney well is located in an area that has a clay layer
above the sand and gravel aquifer that ranges in thickness from zero to more than 100 feet. Holes
in the layer are limited to areas where Eskers are present. This clay layer underlies much of the
most densely developed part of the City and is believed to offer protection from most land use
activities. The City, as a result, has sought to establish standards in this Zone II that are based on

1 These definitions come from MassDEP’s website:
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/drinking/water‐supply‐protection‐area‐
definitions.html
2

http://www.mass.gov/dep/water/drinking/1087000.pdf
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thickness of the clay layer rather than using the same standards that exist for the Zone II in the
southern part of Easthampton.3
There currently is no local Wellhead Protection Plan, which would be a valuable asset to the
community. Such a plan identifies strategies to protect the drinking water supply and provides a
timeline for protection strategies.
Easthampton is a member of the Barnes Aquifer Protection Advisory Committee (BAPAC). BAPAC
was formed in 1999 through a Memorandum of Agreement between the communities supplied with
water from the Barnes Aquifer including Southampton, Westfield, and Holyoke. BAPAC reviews and
comments on Developments of Regional Impact, typically projects requiring a Special Permit under
local zoning, to provide additional guidance regarding best management practices for aquifer
protection. BAPAC is also involved in pollution prevention education and outreach to homeowners
and businesses, land conservation over the aquifer, and research regarding issues affecting the
aquifer.

D.

VEGETATION

GENERAL INVENTORY
Easthampton's vegetation is characteristic of the Connecticut River Valley region. The Northern
Hardwood forest type meets the Oak‐Hickory forest type in this area of western Massachusetts. The
presence of this transition zone, along with the land‐use history of Easthampton, contributes to a
diversity of plant species.

FOREST LAND
Forests once covered the area, but were harvested and cleared in the late 1700s to make way for
farming. The slopes of the Mount Tom Range, the 148‐acre Hartnett‐Manhan Memorial Forest
owned by the New England Forestry Foundation, and stretches of land along the Manhan River are
among the areas with forests of significant size. There are no Chapter 61 lands in Easthampton, a
state program that gives preferential tax treatment to those landowners who maintain their
property as open space for the purposes of timber production, agriculture or recreation. Forest
land in Easthampton typically tends toward mixed hardwoods. Coniferous stands, generally
hemlock and white pine, inhabit areas along the Mount Tom Range and stream valleys as well as in
old fields. Pockets of pitch pine are found in the sandy soils of the southern part of town.

AGRICULTURAL LAND
Farms not only contribute to the City’s economic well‐being, but to historic and scenic values. As
noted in the City’s most recent Master Plan, however, “Agriculture is a challenge to preserve and
protect. The economics of modern agriculture, escalating land costs, and the need to coexist with
residential development are among the challenges associated with farmland preservation.”

Barnes Aquifer Protection Advisory Committee Report on Fiscal Year 2012 Activities
(July 2011 to June 2012)

3
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In Easthampton, the remaining agricultural lands are located primarily along the base of the Mount
Tom Range and Park Hill. Corn and hay, as well as apples, comprise the majority of crops from
north of Plain Street to the Nonotuck Park area and from the Manhan River to Northampton.
Nearly 640acres of farmland in Easthampton are protected through the Mass Department of
Agricultural Resources, Agricultural Preservation Restriction (APR) Program. The APR program
offers to pay farmland owners and other owners of "prime" and "state important" agricultural land
the difference between the "fair market value" and the "agricultural value" of their farmland in
exchange for a permanent deed restriction on any use of the property that has a negative impact on
its agricultural viability. The APRs on Park Hill alone comprise a 287‐acre block in Easthampton
that connects to a major block of APR protected land in Northampton. See Table 11 below for a
listing of properties protected under this program in Easthampton.
Table 11: Easthampton Agricultural Preservation Restrictions
Parcel ID

Street

Acres

APR Holder

11234

Clapp St

28.88

MA DAR

11318

Clapp St

10.83

MA DAR

11322

Clapp St

31.23

MA DAR

14957

East St

7

MA DAR

14960.1

East St

8.42

MA DAR

17123

Holly Circle

25.64

MA DAR / City of Easthampton

17180

Kingsberry Way

15.98

MA DAR / City of Easthampton

11812

Oliver St

41

MA DAR / City of Easthampton

12644

Oliver St

56

MA DAR/ City of Easthampton

12527.1

Oliver St

6.8

City of Easthampton

1022

Park Hill Rd

18.16

1172.1

Park Hill Rd

25

MA DAR / City of Easthampton

1174

Park Hill Rd

97.18

MA DAR / City of Easthampton

12645

Park Hill Rd

81.34

MA DAR / City of Easthampton

1171

Park Hill Road

24.27

MA DAR / City of Easthampton

Park Hill Road (Northampton)

40.71

MA DAR

1247

Torrey St

59.51

MA DAR / City of Easthampton

13722

West St

58.36

MA DAR / City of Easthampton

MA DAR

In addition, there are some 513.39 acres of lands in Easthampton that are under Chapter 61A
(Agriculture) and 61B (Recreation). These lands are not permanently protected, but as lands
become un‐enrolled in the program, the City has the Right of First Refusal to purchase the lands for
permanent protection.
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PUBLIC SHADE TREES
Public shade trees are an important part of a community’s infrastructure. Not only do large trees
provide aesthetic value to a community’s streets and natural areas, but they also provide value as
“green infrastructure” that control and cleanse stormwater, reduce soil erosion, absorb carbon and
air pollutants, and reduce the “heat island effect” by blocking sunlight from surfaces such as
pavement and brick.
The City of Easthampton has an active Tree Warden who is housed within the Parks and Recreation
Department. The Tree Warden is consulted and holds a public hearing in coordination with the
Planning Board before the removal of any Public Shade Tree. The City does not currently have an
inventory of Public Shade Trees, which would provide information on species, maturity, and
condition, nor has a Public Shade Tree planting program, or a Tree Committee. These are all
activities the community could implement in the development of a local Public Shade Tree program.

WETLAND VEGETATION
Several types of wetlands are found in Easthampton: wet meadows, marshes, shrub, and forested
wetlands, as well as the Oxbow. A few types of floodplain forest communities flourish in the lands
along the Oxbow, on the banks of the Manhan, and along its tributaries. Species found in these
areas include green ash, sycamore, red and silver maple, and American elm. Arcadia Wildlife
Sanctuary and the Pascommuck Conservation Trust have taken measures to preserve the lands on
which these wetland species grow by purchasing and preserving strips along both the Oxbow and
Manhan River.

RARE, THREATENED AND ENDANGERED FLORA SPECIES
Rare plants in Easthampton are mostly either along the Manhan River or on the Mount Tom Range.
Rare plants growing in floodplains along streams or rivers include:





Green Dragon (threatened), a relative of jack‐in‐the‐pulpit;
Gray’s Sedge (threatened), a perennial grass‐like plant;
Moonseed (unofficial plant watch list) a shade tolerant woody vine ;
Swamp Lousewort (endangered), a very rare species has not been reported in Easthampton
since 1930.

Rare plants associated with the Mount Tom Range, including the moister habitats of forests on the
slopes, are:







Climbing Fumitory (special concern), a vine;
Purple Clematis (special concern), a vine;
New England Blazing Star (special concern), an endemic, globally rare, perennial;
False Pennyroyal (endangered), a blue‐flowered annual of the mint family;
Autumn Coralroot (special concern), a perennial orchid;
Butternut (unofficial plant watch list) a deciduous tree native to eastern North America that is
susceptible to butternut canker that is devastating butternut trees in the wild.
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A complete list of rare plant species is shown in Table 12.4
Table 12: Rare Plant Species List Documented in Easthampton (as of March 12, 2013)
Scientific Name

Common Name

MESA Status

Adlumia fungosa
Climbing Fumitory
SC
Arisaema dracontium
Green Dragon
T
Boechera missouriensus
Green Rock‐cress
T
Carex grayi
Gray’s Sedge
T
Chenopodium simplex
Maple‐leaf Goosefoot
WL
Clematis occidentalis
Purple Clematis
SC
Corallorhiza odontorhiza
Autumn Coralroot
SC
Juglans cinerea
Butternut
WL
Liatris scariosa
New England
SC
var. novaeangliae
Blazing Star
Lupinus perennis
Wild Lupine
WL
Menispermum canadense
Moonseed
WL
Pedicularis lanceolata
Swamp Lousewort
E
Pinus resinosa
Red Pine
WL
Platanthera ciliaris
Yellow‐fringed Orchis
H
Ranunculus allegheniensis
Allegheny Buttercup
WL
Solidago speciosa
Showy Goldenrod
WL
var. speciosa
Trichostema brachiatum
False Pennyroyal
E
Trisetum spicatum
Spiked False Oats
E
Source: Massachusetts Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program

Most Recent
Year
1872
2008
2010
2008
1980
2009
2000
ND
2009
ND
2008
1930
ND
Before 1913
ND
1999
1904
2003

Most Recent Year means the year of the most recent record in the NHESP database. Some Watch List
dates are not available.
KEY TO MESA STATUS: E = Endangered. T = Threatened. SC = Special Concern. FE = Federally
Endangered. WL = unofficial Plant Watch List, not regulated. Delisted = species no longer protected
under MESA. Occurrences that are more than 25 years old are not regulated; many very old
observations have been searched for and are no longer present at the site. H = Historic, species
documented to have occurred in Massachusetts in the past, but not in the past 25 years.

E.

FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

INVENTORY
The slopes of the Mount Tom Range, the Connecticut River Oxbow, and the Manhan River
watershed are of particular value as wildlife habitats.
The Mount Tom Range functions as a wildlife refuge as well as a major migration route for birds.
Rare species of moths, butterflies, reptiles and amphibians including Marbled, Jefferson, Four‐toed,

The list of species in this section comes from a March 13, 2013 letter from NHESP Biologist Patricia Swain to
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission’s Anne Capra.
4
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and Spring Salamanders as well as Eastern Box Turtles are also found within the Range. Many large
raptors are often in the vicinity.
The Mass Audubon’s Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary maintains over 600 acres of marsh, meadow,
forest, pond, and streams along the Oxbow in Easthampton and Northampton. Many species of
wildlife inhabit the area on a seasonal and year‐round basis, including deer, rabbit, fox, grouse,
pheasant, muskrat, turtles, wood ducks, herons, hawks, owls, swallows, pike, largemouth bass,
chain pickerel, yellow perch, and brown bullheads. Rare bird species such as the Eastern
Meadowlark, bobolinks and savannah sparrows have been observed nesting in the area. Great Blue
Herons have also established a rookery near the grasslands.
In addition to land creatures, the Manhan River and a few of its tributaries currently support a
native trout population and the North Branch of the Manhan supports one of the few native trout
populations in Massachusetts.

VERNAL POOLS
Vernal pools are ephemeral wetlands that fill annually from snowmelt, rain, and the rising
groundwater of spring and early summer. In most years, the pools completely dry out by mid‐ to
late summer. Many woodland amphibians and reptiles need both aquatic and terrestrial habitats to
complete their lifecycles, and numerous species have evolved life cycles that exploit the temporary
nature of this wetland without the predation of fish. In many upland areas, where the nearest
wetland or other water body is thousands of feet away, vernal pools are the only aquatic breeding
grounds in the area. Some of the state’s rarest amphibians are completely dependent upon vernal
pools for their breeding grounds.
Easthampton has 5 Certified Vernal Pools (CVP) and 45 Potential Vernal Pools (PVP).5 Potential
Vernal Pools are identified from aerial photographs and require verification on the ground.
Clusters of vernal pools provide particularly good habitat for species that depend on vernal pools
for habitat. The clusters mean that there are alternate habitats if something happens to one pool,
and slightly different conditions in each may provide different habitats for pool dependent species.
There is a dense cluster of Potential Vernal Pools east of Bassett Brook north of some development.
Another cluster is located along the Manhan River. Visiting and evaluating more of the Potential
Vernal Pools for certification would provide more protection to these wetlands and the species that
use them.6

CORRIDORS FOR WILDLIFE MIGRATION
Based on photography documenting wildlife species, one of the major corridors in Easthampton
appears to be the Manhan River. Bobcat, bear, deer, moose, coyote, fisher and many bird species
have been photographed along the river by local residents.

5

March 13, 2013 NHESP letter,

6

Ibid.

34 | Page

Easthampton Open Space and Recreation Plan

2013

RARE, THREATENED AND ENDANGERED FAUNA SPECIES
Easthampton has a mix of rare, threatened, and endangered species using aquatic habitats,
wetlands, and/or uplands.
These include two species of turtles, three species of freshwater
mussels, and three species of dragonflies. These species of dragonflies are good indicators of
ecosystem health, confirming that there is high‐quality freshwater habitat for other aquatic species
as well.
The Mount Tom Range, located along the eastern border of Easthampton, is a major wildlife habitat
area of statewide importance. The Range contains several different ecological habitats and a
number of threatened species.
Table 13: Rare Animal Species Documented in Easthampton (as of March 12, 2013)
Scientific Name

Common Name

MESA Status

Most Recent
Year

Vertebrates
Acipenser brevirostrum
Clemmys guttata
Glyptemys insculpta
Terrapene carolina
Falco peregrineus

Shortnose Sturgeon
Spotted Turtle
Wood Turtle
Eastern Box Turtle
Peregrine Falcon

E
Delisted
SC
SC
E

1999
1874
2008
2008
2010

Elderberry Borer
Delisted
(beetle)
Pyrrhia aurantiago
Orange Sallow Moth
SC
Alasmidonta undulata
Triangle Floater
Delisted
(freshwater mussel)
Lampsilis cariosa
Yellow Lampmussel
E
Ligumia nasuta
Eastern Pondmussel
SC
Ophiogomphus asperses
Brook Snaketail
SC
(dragonfly)
Stylurus scudderi
Zebra Clubtail
Delisted
(dragonfly)
Stylurus spiniceps
Arrow Clubtail
Delisted
(dragonfly)
Source: Massachusetts Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program

1994

Invertebrates
Desmocerus palliatus

2007
2001
2005
2001
1997
1997
2006

Most Recent Year means the year of the most recent record in the NHESP database. Some Watch List
dates are not available.
KEY TO MESA STATUS: E = Endangered. T = Threatened. SC = Special Concern. FE = Federally
Endangered. WL = unofficial Plant Watch List, not regulated. Delisted = species no longer protected
under MESA. Occurrences that are more than 25 years old are not regulated; many very old
observations have been searched for and are no longer present at the site. H = Historic, species
documented to have occurred in Massachusetts in the past, but not in the past 25 years.

The Manhan River and its tributaries encompass riparian areas along the banks, fields, wet
meadows, shallow marshes, shrub and forested wetlands, and the Oxbow along the west side of the
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Connecticut River. This diverse area contains habitats for a variety of important species. Table 13
includes a list of all known rare animals documented in Easthampton.

F.

SCENIC RESOURCES AND UNIQUE ENVIRONMENTS

A trip through Easthampton includes a drive in the country, a view from a mountaintop, and a
glimpse across a river. The features that set Easthampton apart from the surrounding cities and
towns include the resources so important to ecosystem concerns: the Oxbow and the Mount Tom
Range, the farmlands found in the Park Hill area, the Manhan River, and the ponds in the center of
town. This combination of ponds, river, open fields, and the mountain range create a landscape that
is uniquely Easthampton.
Excellent views of and from the Range are found throughout Easthampton. The view in the center
of town across Nashawannuck Pond to the slopes of Mount Tom continues to define Easthampton.
The East Street area, in its location at the base of the Range provides a close‐up view of the Range
while wide‐angle vistas are found in areas along Park Hill in the northwestern corner of town.
Also interesting are the glimpses of the mountain that can be caught unexpectedly. These are
common as one enters Easthampton from Route 10. The Route 10 corridor, which is zoned for
Highway Business, serves as a gateway to the city. Preservation of the best remaining views along
this road, could help to retain the character of Easthampton.
In a 2009 Reconnaissance Report for the Massachusetts Heritage Landscape Inventory Program,
local residents defined six priority landscapes7 based on history as well as scenic value:







G.

Lower slopes of Mount Tom that border East Street as a viewshed and farming area;
Williston‐Northampton School campus, which includes historic residences as well as
academic buildings important to the City;
City center, from the Emily Williston Memorial Library to Memorial Hall, including the mill
ponds and the rail trail, the mill buildings, dam, and fishing site;
Mill workers’ housing at New City, Maple Street, Pleasant Street, and the Green;
Park Hill as the sole intact agricultural area;
Pascommuck Old Settlement Area.

ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES

NEW DEVELOPMENT
A central challenge for Easthampton is how to balance development with resource protection and
quality of life issues. The City currently has within its borders three core areas or blocks of
protected open space—the Mount Tom Range, Nonotuck Park, and Park Hill—that provide
tremendous value for recreation, agriculture, water supply, and wildlife. Building on these
important blocks and developing additional core areas, namely along the Manhan River, Broad

Easthampton Reconnaissance Report, Connecticut River Valley Reconnaissance Survey, Massachusetts
Heritage Landscape Inventory Program, June 2009.
7
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Brook, and along the slopes of the Mount Tom Range, are important challenges. Such expanses of
protected lands will better help to give shape to the City’s growth, directing
development/redevelopment to the most appropriate areas.
Places of particular challenge for the City are:





The slopes of Mount Tom remain an important resource for the community as is evidenced
in this area’s selection as a priority heritage landscape for the Massachusetts Heritage
Landscape Inventory Program. Most of the farms that once operated along these slopes and
along East Street have been sold, some of which have been converted into residential
subdivisions in the past decade.
Florence Road – Some large parcels of available land in the Park Hill Priority Protection
Area.
Barnes Aquifer – Some parcels of available land over the aquifer.

HAZARDOUS WASTE AND BROWNFIELD SITES
Brownfields, while a challenge, also present opportunities for redevelopment in areas that already
have infrastructure in place. In addition, these sites can save the development of “green” sites that
would otherwise be developed. There are six sites undergoing some level of petroleum or
hazardous material cleanup as reported in the MassDEP 21E Reportable Release Database. There
are several old mills and some former commercial and industrial buildings that are perceived to
have some level of contamination given their former use.

LANDFILLS
Easthampton has two decommissioned landfills that were once operated by the city government. A
solar PV installation has been installed a 2.3‐megawatt solar array at the capped Oliver Street
landfill. This project was the first solar landfill project in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
City residents and officials have also paid close attention to the future of the regional landfill on
Glendale Road in Northampton, which closed in the spring of 2013. The City of Northampton had
been planning to expand the landfill’s operation to increase the lifetime of the facility and allow for
the disposal of more municipal waste. Though the landfill is located within the Zone II of
Easthampton’s Maloney Well, MassDEP had
provided Northampton with a waiver to
circumvent drinking water regulations and
allow for expansion. Citizen concern about
contamination of the Maloney Well and about
health impacts to those living in close
proximity to the landfill factored into votes by
Northampton’s Board of Public Works and
City Council to not support expansion.
Figure 13: Easthampton Solar Landfill Project
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EROSION AND SEDIMENTATION
Stormwater and Erosion Control standards in the City’s General Ordinance require several best
management practices to prevent sedimentation. Despite efforts to curb runoff and downstream
sedimentation from new and redevelopment, sediment loading continues to be an issue for local
waters. Weirs and a sediment forebay were on tributaries to Nashawannuck Pond in the years
leading up to the 2010 dredging project. Although effective at containing sediment, the structures
are in need of cleaning and funding is required to perform the level of maintenance required. The
City has obtained the necessary permits to clean the gabion weir at White Brook and re‐dredge the
sediment trap in Broad Brook. Allocation of funding is needed to maintain the weir at White Brook.
A source of funding has yet to be determined for the Broad Brook maintenance, as it is a more
expensive project.

CHRONIC FLOODING
Three locations have been recognized in the City’s 2007 Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan for
localized flooding:
L OWER F ORT H ILL R OAD
This area is located near the confluence of the Manhan River and the Oxbow of the Connecticut
River, and typically floods annually, creating road closures. No structures could be affected by a
flood incident here.
W EST S TREET
The portion of West Street that floods is adjacent to the confluence of Hannum Brook and the
Manhan River. Approximately two structures could be affected by a flood incident at this location.
M EADOWBROOK D RIVE
This street runs parallel to the Manhan River floodplain. Approximately 12 single family homes
could be affected by a flood incident here.

SURFACE WATER POLLUTION AND IMPAIRED WATER BODIES
Easthampton has made important strides in improving water quality not only with the significant
investments in the Nashawannuck Pond watershed, but also with implementation of an ordinance
that extends improved stormwater management practices required for wetland jurisdictional areas
to upland areas throughout the City. Such requirements will likely be further strengthened with the
new forthcoming EPA stormwater permit.
As noted in this section, several water bodies are listed as impaired. This includes the lower 0.4
miles of Wilton Brook, including Upper Rubber Thread and Rubber Thread Pond, for non‐native
aquatic plants; Nashawannuck Pond for non‐native aquatic plants, nutrient/eutrophication
biological indicators, and phosphorous; and the Manhan River for E. coli bacteria.

GROUNDWATER POLLUTION
Protection of the City’s drinking water supply remains critically important. The Aquifer Protection
Overlay District provides checks on land use in the southern part of the City, but it remains
important to extend protections to the Zone II within the northern part of the City.
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For its part, the BAPAC continues to work toward protecting lands that are most hydrologically
connected to the aquifer and where development could be most detrimental, namely along Broad
Brook. BAPAC also continues to review any major projects proposed for areas located in the Zone
II.
As noted in the City’s most recent Master Plan, the continued and heightened protection of the
Barnes Aquifer will require a review of existing protective regulations as well as a vigorous
education campaign for property owners who abut the aquifer.

INVASIVE SPECIES
Non‐native invasive species—species from outside of New England which have the potential to
cause long‐term environmental and/or economic harm to the region—are widespread in the City’s
natural and landscaped areas. Invasive plants common in Easthampton include black swallowwort
(Cynachum louiseae), Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), Japanese barberry (Berberis
thunbergii), garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata), honeysuckles (Lonicera spp.), Norway maple (Acer
platanoides), burning bush (Euonymus alatus), multi‐flora rose (Rosa multiflora) and autumn olive
(Elaeagnus umbellata). The invasive grass Japanese stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum) is also
common along the Manhan River in Easthampton. In unmanaged areas, these species outcompete
native species, altering the composition and structure of native vegetation communities, and
potentially disrupting ecological processes including succession, nutrient cycling, and wildlife
habitat functions. Some of these effects can affect human health. For example, research has
demonstrated that thickets of Japanese barberry may host larger populations of black‐legged ticks
(Ixodes scapularis, also known as deer ticks) than un‐invaded forest stands; these areas may
therefore be reservoirs for the organism that causes Lyme disease in people and other susceptible
animals. Additionally, many invasive plants also encroach into landscaped areas (lawns and
plantings) or agricultural fields, creating management challenges for homeowners or farmers.
Invasive insect species present in Easthampton also pose a variety of risks to natural areas and
landowners. For example, hemlock woolly adelgid (Adelges tsugae) has the potential to kill eastern
hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), an important canopy and subcanopy tree in natural forest areas, and
also a common landscaping species. Stands of hemlock in the Mt. Tom State Reservation have been
impacted by hemlock woolly adelgid, with some trees dying from the infestation. The decline of
hemlock in the City will affect natural community function as well as property values. Another
invasive insect, Asian multicolored lady beetle (Harmonia axyridis), is perhaps more familiar to
Easthampton residents, as it commonly overwinters in buildings; swarm of beetles are frequently
seen in porches during the warming days of spring. As a third example, viburnum leaf beetle
(Pyrrhalta viburni) has recently arrived in Easthampton. This species’ larvae skeletonize the leaves
of viburnum shrubs, which are both often used in landscaping as well as common in natural
vegetation communities. As the shrubs generally die after a few years of attack, the viburnum leaf
beetle has the capacity to inflict both high economic and ecological harm.

ENVIRONMENTAL EQUITY
It makes sense that the major swaths of protected open space—Park Hill and lands associated with
the Mount Tom Range—are located at some distance from the City Center. There are, however,
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important protected recreational lands within walking distance of Easthampton’s Environmental
Justice areas and the CDBG Center Target Area. These are neighborhoods with the highest
concentration of low to moderate income residents, and three times as many residents in poverty
than the rest of the city (Appendix B: Environmental Justice Map). The neighborhoods and
corresponding open spaces are shown in Table 14 below. Of these four neighborhoods that
comprise the Target Area, the New City neighborhood and Holyoke Street seem most in need of
resources within a half‐mile walking distance.
Table 14: Access to Open Space
Target Area
Neighborhood

Nearby Open Space

Pleasant Street

Manhan Rail Trail

New City

Holyoke Street
Main Street / Union
Street / Cottage
Street

40 | Page

Average Walking
Distance to Open Space
(in miles)
0.10

Lower Mill Pond (Millside) Park
Edward Dwyer Conservation Area

0.29
0.10

Pleasant Streen Green Playground
Manhan Rail Trail
Lower Mill Pond (Millside) Park
Playground at Parson Street School
Brickyard Brook Conservation Area
Manhan Rail Trail

0.17
0.75
1.30
0.50
0.85
0.15

Nonotuck Park

0.66
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SECTION 5: INVENTORY OF LANDS OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION
INTEREST
The inventory of lands of conservation and recreation interest describes ownership, management
agency, current use, condition, recreation potential, public access, type of public grant accepted,
zoning and degree of protection for each parcel (Appendix L: Inventory of Lands of Conservation
and Recreation Interest Map). The degree of protection from destruction or degradation that is
afforded to various parcels of land owned by private, public, and nonprofit owners is also evaluated.









A.

Private lands can be protected in perpetuity through deed restrictions, or conservation
easements (yet some easements only run for a period of 30 years and those lands are
therefore not permanently protected open space).
Lands under special taxation programs, Chapter 61, 61A or 61B, are actively managed by
their owners for forestry, agricultural, horticultural or recreational use. The town has the
right of first refusal should the landowner decide to sell and change the use of the land,
therefore, it is important to prioritize these lands and consider steps the community should
take to permanently protect these properties.
Lands acquired for watershed and aquifer protection are often permanently protected open
space.
Public recreation and conservation lands may be permanently protected open space,
provided that they have been dedicated to such uses as conservation or recreational use by
deed. Municipal properties may be protected via a City Council vote to acquire them.
Private, public and non‐profit conservation and recreation lands are protected under Article
97 of the Articles of Amendment to the State Constitution.

PRIVATE PARCELS

CHAPTER 61, 61A, AND 61B
Chapter 61, 61A, and 61B is a voluntary program designed by the Massachusetts Legislature to tax
real property in the Commonwealth at its timber resources, agricultural, or recreational value
rather than its highest and best use (development) value. Landowners who enroll their land in the
program receive property tax reductions in exchange for a lien on their property. The terms of the
lien require that enrolled land remain in an undeveloped state and be managed for forest
production, agricultural production, or recreation. Furthermore, the lien provides the municipal
government of the city/town in which the enrolled property is located a right of first refusal should
the landowner put the land up for sale while it is enrolled in the program. Towns may assign their
right of first refusal to a state agency or a non‐profit land trust. Landowners who develop their land
while enrolled in the program, or for a period of time after withdrawing from the program, may be
required to pay penalties.
In Easthampton, there are 509 acres enrolled in Chapter 61A (agriculture) and 4.39 acres enrolled
in Chapter 61B (recreation). There are no properties currently enrolled in Chapter 61 forest land
(Table 15). The Right‐of‐First Refusal process in Easthampton is handled through the Mayor’s
office, in consultation with the City Council, Conservation Commission, and Planning Board.
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Table 15: Chapter 61. 61A, and 61B Lands
Parcel ID

Lot Size

16731
11233
13115
11234
11318
11322
14921
1649
17124
1614
1614.1
1475
13218
13811.1
1426
17011
17579
17269
14713
1477
1254
16549
1681
12527.1
1022
1024.1
1172.1
1174
16548
11227
1127
1128
138117.1
16547
17123
17180

11.69
8.85
7.51
28.88
10.38
31.23
6.45
3.1
0.65
4.73
0.78
22.58
5.39
0.1
23.83
11.63
4.39
0.6
0.69
1.15
9.34
26
3.51
6.8
18.16
2.63
25
97.18
10.84
2.69
2.51
2.87
0.44
78.9
25.64
15.98

Street
Brook St
Clapp St Rr
Clapp St Rr
Clapp St
Clapp St
Clapp St
Clark St
Coleman Rd
Crestview Dr
D. Richardson Cir
D. Richardson Cir
East St
East St
Evans Ave
Glendale St
Hendrick St
Hendrick St
Kingsberry Way
Kirby St
Kirby St
Loudville Rd
Main St
Mountain Rd
Oliver St
Park Hill Rd
Park Hill Rd
Park Hill Rd
Park Hill Rd
Park St
River St
River St
River St
West St
Westview Terr
Holly Cir
Kingsberry Way

Zoning
R40
R35
R35
R35
R35
R35
R15
I
R40
R40
R40
R35
R35
R15
R35
R40
R40
R40
R35
R35
R35
R15
R80
R35
R35
R35
R35
R35
R15
R35
R35
R35
R15
R15
R40
R40

Designation
61A
61A
61A
61A*
61A*
61A*
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A
61B
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A*
61A*
61A
61A*
61A*
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A
61A*
61A*

* Denotes property that also has Agricultural Preservation Restriction.
Property owners may choose to put APR property under Chapter 61A
because tax rates for protected open space is often higher than the
agricultural use values under Chapter 61A.
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AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION RESTRICTION (APR)
The Agricultural Preservation Restriction program is a voluntary program that offers a non‐
development alternative to farmland owners for their agricultural lands who are faced with a
decision regarding future use and deposition of their farms. The program offers farmers a payment
up to the difference between the “fair market value” and the “fair market agricultural value” of their
farmland in exchange for a permanent deed restriction, which precludes any use of the property
that will have a negative impact on its agricultural viability. (MA DAR, 2013)
The city has nearly 640 acres of land under the APR program. Several of these properties are also
enrolled in the Chapter 61A program, since tax rates for protected open space is often higher than
the agricultural use values under Chapter 61A. A complete list of APRs in Easthampton can be found
at Table 11.

B.

PUBLIC AND NON‐PROFIT PARCELS

The City owns 902 acres of land used for public recreation and/or conservation purposes. The
Commonwealth of Massachusetts is the second largest public land owner in Easthampton with 365
acres as part of the Mt. Tom Reservation, and just over an acre as part of the State Boat Ramp at the
Oxbow.

MANHAN RAIL TRAIL
The Manhan Rail Trail is a paved,
multi‐use greenway winding through
the heart of the scenic Pioneer Valley.
It offers the convenience of
downtown shops and restaurants
combined with spectacular views of
mountains, rivers, and ponds. Part of
the New Haven to Northampton
Canal Trail, the Easthampton portion
is six miles long, with an additional
section in Northampton connecting
to
the
Norwottuck
/Central
Massachusetts Rail Trail.
The Manhan Rail Trail is proving to
be an economic engine, encouraging
the redevelopment of old mill Figure 14: Manhan Rail Trail
buildings, raising property values
along the trail, and bringing numerous travelers into the city. It connects to parks, a beautiful mural
and sculpture garden, and even a Little Free Library. The trail provides a no carbon commuter
option for people working in Northampton or Amherst and for students attending UMASS, Amherst,
and Smith College. And best of all it provides safe, free, and accessible health and recreation
benefits for countless citizens. The Friends of the Manhan Rail Trail is a nonprofit dedicated to
preserving, beautifying, and enjoying the Manhan Rail Trail (www.manhanrailtrail.org).
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The Southampton portion of the trail is progressing rapidly and will provide further opportunities
for travel and recreation when completed. Future development of the Manhan Rail Trail will
concentrate on providing the residents of the city with greater connectivity to neighborhoods,
parks, and schools.

NONOTUCK PARK
The city’s largest park, Nonotuck Park is located off Williston and Lownds Avenue on Daley Field
Road in Easthampton. The park is used for many types of recreation The Park is open from March
until the end of October and operates daily from 8:00 a.m. until dark. Facilities at the park include:
beach sand volleyball court, outdoor pool and water spray park, 33 picnic sites, four pavilions,
seven youth softball diamonds (60’), one adult softball diamond (65’), two baseball diamonds (90’),
15‐acre soccer complex, two children's playgrounds, three clay court tennis courts, two outdoor
basketball courts, fishing access to Nashawannuck Pond, three bocce courts, horseshoe area, bicycle
paths, and a nature trail.
Nonotuck Park is also home to a summer day camp for children aged 6‐13, swimming lesson
programs, local baseball, softball, and soccer team games and tournaments. The Toteman Nature
Trail winds around the perimeter of the park for enjoyment of nature, bird watching, and
relaxation.

LOWER MILL POND (MILLSIDE) PARK
Located at 2 Ferry Street along the Manhan Rail Bike Path, the Lower Mill Pond Park is designed for
passive recreation as well an entertainment complex with an acoustical band shell that host the
“Arts in the Park” concert series Friday evenings during the summer months. The park has great
water views with picnic tables, seasonal restrooms, a basketball court, outdoor exercise equipment
and Manhan Rail Bike Path access. This facility is open to the public and rental opportunities are
available by contacting the Parks and Recreation office.

KATHERINE ROOT WAYSIDE PARK
Located at the corner of Route 10 and Florence Road, the Katherine Root Wayside Park is dedicated
to passive recreation. It provides three picnic tables and grills to enjoy a picnic. It also provides a
spigot attached to the town water supply for passersby.

PULASKI PARK
Pulaski Park is a passive recreation area located in the center of Easthampton, at the rotary where
Northampton Street (Route 10), Main Street, and Pleasant Street merge. The park hosts many
activities in its Gazebo: pumpkin carving in October, beautiful holiday lighting in December graces
the park, and many wedding ceremonies are also held within the Gazebo throughout the year.
Pulaski Park contains the Kasimer Pulaski Monument, dedicated to the Polish war general, and a
monument depicting the first town meeting house in Easthampton, as well as the Mayher Drinking
Fountain.
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PARSONS STREET PARK
Parsons Street Park is a neighborhood park with a toddlers’ playground, baby swings and park
benches. It is located at the corner of Parsons and Exeter Streets.

PLEASANT STREET PARK
Pleasant Street Park is located on Pleasant Street and Pleasant Green, it is a children's
neighborhood playground. The equipment at the park includes a play structure and benches as
well. This playground was upgraded with Community Development Grant funds in 2007.

PLAIN AND STRONG STREET PLAYGROUND
Plain and Strong Street Playground consists several playground structures and swings.

TED SPARKO MEMORIAL
COMMUNITY GARDEN
The Community Garden
was created by a small
group of volunteers on
City‐owned conservation
land in 2010 in the Park
Hill area. The garden is
made up of forty 20‐by‐
20‐foot plots.

Figure 15: Ted Sparko Memorial Community Gardens
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Table 16: Public Lands

Parcel ID

Lot
Size

Address

Owner (Manager)

Condition

Use

Potential
Use

Public
Access

Grants

Manhan RT

Protected
Open
Space
Yes

11113

8.16

River St

City of Easthampton
(Manhan RT Committee)

Excellent

Manhan RT

1311

7.09

Arthur St

City of Easthampton
(Manhan RT Committee)

Excellent

13126

4.92

Fort Hill Rd

City of Easthampton
(Manhan RT Committee)

1316

2.46

Arthur St

1351

0.43

135245

Yes

DOT, CPA

R35

Manhan RT

Manhan RT

Yes

Yes

DOT, CPA

I

Excellent

Manhan RT

Manhan RT

Yes

Yes

DOT, CPA

R35

City of Easthampton
(Manhan RT Committee)

Excellent

Manhan RT

Manhan RT

Yes

Yes

DOT, CPA

I

Lovefield St

City of Easthampton
(Manhan RT Committee)

Excellent

Manhan RT

Manhan RT

Yes

Yes

DOT, CPA

MI

5.28

Ferry St

City of Easthampton
(Manhan RT Committee)

Excellent

Manhan RT

Manhan RT

Yes

Yes

DOT, CPA

MI

1519

4.32

Park St

City of Easthampton
(Manhan RT Committee)

Excellent

Manhan RT

Manhan RT

Yes

Yes

DOT, CPA

R15

15514

4.02

South St

City of Easthampton
(Manhan RT Committee)

Excellent

Manhan RT

Manhan RT

Yes

Yes

DOT, CPA

R15

5326

0.36

Railroad St

City of Easthampton
(Manhan RT Committee)

Excellent

Manhan RT

Manhan RT

Yes

Yes

DOT, CPA

DB

5334

3.29

Payson Ave

City of Easthampton
(Manhan RT Committee)

Excellent

Manhan RT

Manhan RT

Yes

Yes

DOT, CPA

DB

512

3.12

Main St Rear

City of Easthampton

Unknown

Manhan River

No

No

‐‐

DB

5110

5.43

Northampton
St

City of Easthampton
(DPW)

Fair

DPW Garage

Access to
Manhan
River
Access to
Manhan
River

No

No

‐‐

NB
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Parcel ID

Lot
Size

Address

2013

Owner (Manager)

Condition

Use

City of Easthampton
(Conservation
Commission)
City of Easthampton
(Conservation
Commission)
City of Easthampton
(Conservation
Commission)

Excellent

APR

Good

Potential Use

Grants

APR

Protected Public
Open
Access
Space
Yes
No

Zoning

DAR, City

R35

APR/Trail
Easement

APR

Yes

Yes

Self Help,
CPA

R15
R35

Gardens in
excellent
shape.
Orchard in
poor
condition.

Community
Gardens and
Orchard

Community
Gardens and
Working
Orchard

Yes

Yes

Self Help,
CPA

R35

12644

56.00

Oliver St

13722

58.36

West St

117 1

24.27

Park Hill Rd

125 5

12.01

Loudville Rd

City of Easthampton

Unknown

Open Space

Connection
to adjacent
open space

No

No

‐‐

R35

128 99

0.43

Florence Rd

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)

Good

Katherine
Root Wayside
Park

Park

Yes

Yes

‐‐

HB

12922

16.60

Highland Ave

City of Easthampton

Unknown

Boy Scouts of
America
campground
(Camp Cook)

Recreation

No

Yes

‐‐

I

13640

2.15

Pleasant
Green Park

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)

Excellent

Recreation

Yes

Yes

CDBG,
CPA

R15

13522

0.13

Parsons St

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)

Fair

Pleasant
Green Park
and
Playground
Parsons
Street
Tot‐Lot
Playground

Recreation

No

Yes

‐‐

NB
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Parcel ID

Lot
Size

Address

Owner (Manager)

Condition

Use

Potential
Use

13699

4.22

Pleasant St

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)

Excellent

151167. 1

0.01

Lownds Ave

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)

Good

Lower Mill
Pond Park
(Millside
Park)
Cemetery

15124

5.43

Main St
Cemetery

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)

Good

15642

13.13

Lownds Ave

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)

15642.1

0.01

Daley Field

157 83

183.2

Public
Access

Grants

Recreation

Protected
Open
Space
Yes

Zoning

Yes

Urban
Self Help,
CPA

MI

Cemetery

Yes

Yes

‐‐

R40

Cemetery

Cemetery

Yes

Yes

‐‐

R10

Excellent

Daley Field

Recreation

Yes

Yes

‐‐

R10

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)

Excellent

Daley Field

Recreation

Yes

Yes

CPA,
private

R40

Park St

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation /
School Department)

Good

Nonotuck
Park and
WBMS

Recreation

Yes

Yes

CPA,
private

R40

157 83.1

0.01

Bill Halford
Way

City of Easthampton
(DPW)

Unknown

Well at
Nonotuck
Park

Water
Supply

Yes

No

‐‐

R40

160 56

32.32

Holyoke St

City of Easthampton

Unknown

Sky diver
landing area

Protected
open space

No

No

‐‐

R40

165 1

64.00

Park St

City of Easthampton

Unknown

Vacant

Potential
Elementary
School site

No

No

‐‐

R40
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Parcel ID

Lot
Size

Address

Owner (Manager)

Condition

Use

Potential Use

1692

27.13

Mountain Rd

City of Easthampton
(Conservation
Commission)

Unknown

Conservation

Conservation

1756

72.67

Hendrick St

Unknown

Watershed

Watershed

1788

47.59

Hendrick St

City of Easthampton
(Conservation
Commission)
City of Easthampton

Protected
Open
Space
Unclear.
Deed
shows
land
conveyed
to City. No
recorded
CR.
Yes

Public
Access

Grants

Unknown

Town Forest

Conservation

5158

0.58

Main St

No

‐‐

R80

No

Self Help,
CPA

R80

No

No

‐‐

R80

Excellent

Pulaski Park

Pulaski Park

Yes

Yes

‐‐

DB

1186

46.77

Oliver St

Excellent

Solar farm

Solar farm

No

No

‐‐

R35

12020

2.20

Drury Ln

12616.2

0.38

Laurin Ln

City of Easthampton
(DPW)
City of Easthampton
(DPW)

Unknown

Water tank

Water tank

No

No

‐‐

R35

Unknown

Stormwater
detention
basin

Stormwater
detention
basin

No

No

‐‐

R15

13018

28.79

Lovefield St

City of Easthampton
(DPW)

Unknown

Maloney Well

Public Water
Supply

No

‐‐

I

14441

0.53

Main St

City of Easthampton

Unknown

Tax Lien

Access to
Manhan

No

No

‐‐

R10

151164

1.31

Payson Ave

City of Easthampton
(Mayor’s Office)

Excellent

Municipal
Office

No

Yes

‐‐

DB

151166

39.46

Nashawan‐
nuck Pond

City of Easthampton
(Mayor’s Office)

Good

Water
Recreation

No

Yes

Army
Corp, CPA

R40

151167

33.17

Williston Ave

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)

Excellent

Cemetery

Public
parking for
downtown
recreation
Public Park /
Water
Recreation
Cemetery

Yes

Yes

‐‐

R40

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)
City of Easthampton

Zoning
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Parcel ID

Lot
Size

Address

Owner (Manager)

Condition

Use

Potential Use

Protected
Open
Space
No

Public
Access

Grants

15668

0.61

Nashawan‐
nuck Pond

City of Easthampton

Unknown

Water
Recreation

Water
Recreation

157125

0.87

Water Ln

City of Easthampton
(Parks and Recreation)

Fair

Boathouse
Beach

16637

4.06

Holly Cir

Unknown

16640

1.76

Holly Cir

16653

8.49

Holly Cir

16666

1.77

Holly Cir

1701

1.02

Hendrick St

City of Easthampton
(Conservation
Commission)
City of Easthampton
(Conservation
Commission)
City of Easthampton
(Conservation
Commission)
City of Easthampton
(Conservation
Commission)
City of Easthampton
(DPW)

17060

8.80

Brook St

17517. 1

43.68

1765

9.25

11018

Yes

‐‐

R40

Boat Ramp

Yes

Yes

‐‐

R10

OSRD
set aside

Conservation

No

No

‐‐

R40

Unknown

OSRD
set aside

Conservation

No

No

‐‐

R40

Unknown

OSRD
set aside

Conservation

No

No

‐‐

Unknown

OSRD
set aside

Conservation

No

No

‐‐

R40

Unknown

Public Water
Supply

Public Water
Supply

No

No

‐‐

R40

City of Easthampton
(Conservation
Commission)

Unknown

Guistina
Property

Conservation
and passive
recreation

Yes

Yes

Self Help,
CPA

R40

Hendrick St

City of Easthampton
(DPW)

Unknown

Water Supply

Water Supply

Yes

No

‐‐

R80

City of Easthampton

Unknown

Unprotected

Water supply

No

No

‐‐

R80

1.18

Mountain Rd
rear
North St

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Excellent

Boat Ramp

Recreation

No

Yes

‐‐

HB

11025

0.46

North St

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Unknown

R/W
easement

R/W
easement

No

No

‐‐

R35

Parcel ID

Lot
Size

Address

Owner (Manager)

Condition

Use

Potential Use

Protected
Open

Public
Access

Grants
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Space
11047

0.13

Underwood
Ave

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Unknown

R/W
easement

R/W
easement

No

No

‐‐

1223

3.49

Corner Ln

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Unknown

Unknown

Conservation

No

No

‐‐

R35

13415

13.90

East St

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Unknown

Conservation

Conservation

Yes

Yes

‐‐

R35

14731

1.90

Reservation Rd

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Unknown

Conservation

Conservation

Yes

Yes

‐‐

R35

14732

1.09

Reservation Rd

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Unknown

Conservation

Conservation

Yes

Yes

‐‐

R35

1691

343.1

Christopher
Clark Rd

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts

Excellent

Mount Tom
Reservation

Conservation
/ Recreation

Yes

Yes

‐‐

R80
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Table 17: Conservation Restrictions

Parcel ID

Lot
Size

Address

Property Owner

Conservation
Restriction Owner

Use

Condition

1384.02

1.66

West St

Grzeskowicz

City of Easthampton

Conservation /
Passive Recreation

Unknown

152216

22.00

Paul St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust

City of Easthampton

Conservation /
Passive Recreation

Unknown

18237

11.60

Pomeroy St

Anne Block and Bertha Fournier

City of Easthampton and
Valley Land Fund

Unknown

1831

17.12

Burt St

Anne Block and Bertha Fournier

City of Easthampton

18236

24.10

Burt St

Anne Block and Bertha Fournier

City of Easthampton

18235

0.87

Strong St

Anne Block and Bertha Fournier

Valley Land Fund

17924.1

22.43

Hendrick St

Kuzeja

City of Easthampton

128124

4.64

Maxine Circle

Dragon Farms Subdivision Trust
and Boyle Construction

City of Easthampton

Water Protection –
Hendrick St Well
Zone II
Water Protection –
Hendrick St Well
Zone II
Water Protection –
Hendrick St Well
Zone II
Water Protection –
Hendrick St Well
Zone II
Water Protection –
Hendrick St Well
Zone II
Conservation /
Passive Recreation

14954

6.00

East St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust

City of Easthampton
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ARCADIA WILDLIFE SANCTUARY
Mass Audubon Society’s Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary straddles Northampton and Easthampton on
the floodplain of the Connecticut River’s Oxbow spanning 723 acres. While walking along Arcadia’s
five miles of trails, evidence of white‐tailed deer, black bear, otter, beaver, and other interesting
creatures can be seen. The sanctuary’s forest, meadows, marsh, and wetlands are great places to
explore at any time of year. Arcadia also holds nature camps for elementary school children during
vacations and the summer. The Sanctuary also has a pre‐school program.

PASCOMMUCK CONSERVATION TRUST
The Pascommuck Conservation Trust (PCT) is a 501(3)(c) non‐profit, charitable organization,
formed in 1982, which protects important land and other natural resources in Easthampton for the
public benefit. PCT has no paid staff and relies on volunteers, donations and the support of the
community to carry out its mission. Early priorities of the Trust included establishing a river
greenbelt along Easthampton’s Manhan River. The Manhan River continues to be a focus area for
the organization, as it is the major tributary from Easthampton flowing into the Connecticut River.
At present, the Trust controls a total of 16 properties in Easthampton, comprising approximately
165 acres. Thirteen (13) properties are conservation areas, one (1) is a public park, and two (2) are
conservation areas with Agricultural Preservation Restrictions (APR).

MOUNT TOM STATE RESERVATION
Located mostly in Holyoke, Mt. Tom State Reservation boasts an unparalleled view of the
Connecticut Valley north and south, the Berkshire mountains to the west and the Pelham hills to the
east. Owned and operated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Conservation
and Recreation, this 2,161 acre facility offers 22 miles of hiking and walking trails, picnicking,
fishing on Lake Bray, and cross country skiing and ice skating in the winter. Mt. Tom State
Reservation also offers a children's play area. Lake Bray is a small waterbody consisting of less than
10 acres. Today the Reservation includes about 47 of the 80 tree species found naturally in
Hampshire County. The Reservation is one of the premier hawk watching spots in New England in
the fall.
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Table 18: NonProfit Conservation Lands

Parcel ID

Site Name

10611

Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary

1.81

Fort Hill Rd

Mass Audubon Society

1065

Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary

0.85

Lovefield St

Mass Audubon Society

1066

Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary

7.96

Lovefield St

Mass Audubon Society

1071

Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary

8.10

Coombs Rd

Mass Audubon Society

1072

Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary

0.99

Clapp St

Mass Audubon Society

1125

Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary

6.40

Fort Hill Rd

Mass Audubon Society

12015
12021

Hartnett‐Manhan Memorial Forest
Hartnett‐Manhan Memorial Forest

6.44
7.46

Drury Ln
Loudville Rd

New England Forestry Foundation
New England Forestry Foundation

12312

Hartnett‐Manhan Memorial Forest

62.41

Mineral St

New England Forestry Foundation

1111

Old Pascommuck Conservation Area

0.70

East St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

1112

Old Pascommuck Conservation Area

3.94

River Street

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

1233

North Branch Conservation Area

0.76

Ashley Cir Off

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

12436

North Branch Conservation Area

2.45

Ashley Cir Rear

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

12631

Hannum Brook Conservation Area

18.10

Carillon Cir

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

12940

Edward Dwyer Conservation Area

35.00

Terrace View

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

1308

Dwyer Family Conservation Area

0.63

East Street / Lovefield St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

13010

Dwyer Family Conservation Area

2.00

Lovefield St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

13016

Old Trolley Line Conservation Area

18.35

Lovefield St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

13210

Old Pascommuck Conservation Area

0.01

East St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

1378

Stefania Kortes Drondoski Conservation Area

4.00

West St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

14954

Brickyard Brook Conservation Area/ Mutter's Field

6.00

East Street

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

14957.1

Brickyard Brook Conservation Area

9.22

East St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

151163

John Bator Park

0.58

Lake St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.
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Parcel ID

Site Name

152216

Pomeroy Meadow Conservation Area

15433

2013

Lot Size

Street Address

Owner

22.00

Paul St

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

Pomeroy Meadow Conservation Area

16.50

Main St Rear

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

17114

White Brook Plains Conservation Area/ North Open
Space

13.23

Off Bayberry Dr/Kingsberry
Lane

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

16813

Broad Brook Meadows Conservation Area

6.65

Brittany Lane

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

17130

Open Space South

4.35

Kingsberry Way

Pascommuck Conservation Trust Inc.

15657

Williston Northampton Playing Fields

10.90

Park St Rear

Williston Northampton School

15658

Williston Northampton Playing Fields

24.13

Taft Ave

Williston Northampton School

15665

Williston Northampton Playing Fields

27.61

Park St Rear

Williston Northampton School
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SECTION 6: COMMUNITY VISION
A. DESCRIPTION OF PROCESS
The City of Easthampton conducted public outreach for the Open Space and Recreation Plan in two
formats: one through a community survey and the other through a public visioning workshop.
A community survey was conducted from April 15 ‐ May 17, 2013. The survey was available
electronically via Survey Monkey, and in hard copy format at the Emily Williston Public Library,
Senior Enrichment Center and Community Center. Notice of the survey was issued via press release
in the Daily Hampshire Gazette and Springfield Republican, on the City website and Facebook page,
and via email blast through the City Planning Department to municipal boards and committees.
Approximately 3.5 percent of households responded (235 responses). A complete summary of
survey responses is locate at Appendix N: Survey Results.
The Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee held a community visioning session on May 29,
2013 at the Municipal Office Building (Appendix O: Visioning Workshop). The workshop was
attended by 36 residents. The results of the community survey were presented followed by a lively
discussion of the open spaces and recreational places that residents use and enjoy, followed by
issues and problems associated with those place. Based on this feedback, draft goals, objectives and
actions were outlined. Meeting notes and the presentation summary of the survey are included in
Appendix O.
In October 2013, the draft Open Space and Recreation Plan was issued for public comment for a 30‐
day period. Comments were reviewed by the Open Space and Recreation Plan Committee and
incorporated into the final plan.

B. STATEMENT OF OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION GOALS
During the Open Space Visioning workshop, Easthampton residents engaged in setting goals and
objectives for a variety of thematic issues including agriculture, resource protection, and parks and
recreation. The following goals were developed with the Open Space and Recreation Committee
after the results of the survey and visioning session were reviewed and analyzed for trends.






Goal #1: Existing recreational facilities and opportunities are improved to meet the needs of
residents.
Goal #2: Recreational facilities and opportunities are expanded to accommodate the needs
of residents.
Goal #3: Agriculture is preserved and promoted as an important aspect of community
character.
Goal #4: Priority Protection Areas are protected and well stewarded and support
connectivity to protected open space.
Goal #5: Groundwater and surface water are protected as clean and abundant resources.
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SECTION 7: ANALYSIS OF NEEDS
A.

SUMMARY OF RESOURCE PROTECTION NEEDS

Easthampton continues to have four key natural resource areas that are priorities for open space
protection: Mount Tom, Manhan River, Park Hill agricultural area, and the Barnes Aquifer. These
special places are listed by community members time and again as natural areas that are in most
need of protection, to preserve our community character and complement the existing
development pattern in the city.
Mount Tom and its ridgeline provide a spectacular scenic backdrop throughout the city. Glimpses of
the mountain can be seen in almost every neighborhood in Easthampton, and particularly stunning
views can be seen from the Park Hill area, across Nashawannuck Pond in the heart of downtown,
and along East Street and Hendrick Street, which run along the base of the mountain. Mount Tom is
the scenic backdrop for the playing fields at Nonotuck Park, Daley Field and the Williston‐
Northampton School, and a breathtaking view is seen every morning by children attending and
parents dropping off at White Brook Middle School.
Adoption of a Ridgeline Protection Ordinance will not only control the visual impact of new
development along the mountain, it will also protect the steep slopes from erosion and the
disturbance of rare, threatened and endangered species habitat. The City should also continue to
work with local land trusts and the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation to
acquire key parcels along East Street to further expand the Mount Tom Reservation area, and
provide greater access to the well‐used hiking trail networks including the New England Scenic
Trail /Monadnock‐Metacomet Trail.
The Manhan River bi‐sects the city and provides habitat for a range of rare and endangered flora
and fauna species along the river. Invasive species, such as Japanese Stiltgrass, is prevalent along
the river and is currently unmanaged. The community should find ways to address invasive species
along the river and in other parts of the city, either through organizing volunteer efforts or seeking
funding to hire consultants for invasive species removal.
Public access to the Manhan River also remains limited. Two permanently protected parcels owned
and managed by the Pascommuck Conservation Trust (PCT) provide public access to the river. An
unofficial boat launch also exists at the Manhan Dam, a city‐owned property. Boating on the river is
difficult, given the amount of fallen debris and shallowness of the river in certain locations. Current
floodplain and other environmental regulations generally protect this area from residential and
commercial development. However, the challenge for the Manhan River in the future will be to
balance the preservation and protection of rare, threatened and endangered species along the River
while permitting public access to this sensitive environmental area. As parcels are acquired,
decisions will need to be made regarding the level of access permitted, allowing the public to enjoy
and learn about this wonderful natural resource, while protecting the species that make it so
unique.
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Agriculture continues to be active in Easthampton, especially along the base of Mount Tom and
within the Park Hill area. Many of the large family farms located along Park Hill are permanently
protected or hold Agricultural Preservation Restrictions. A few large parcels in Park Hill which
contain “Farmland Soils of Unique Importance” remain unprotected and have a threat of
development (Appendix I: Farmland Soils in Undeveloped Areas Map). The City in partnership with
the local land trusts should continue discussions with these land owners to expand the network of
active agricultural lands in the city. In addition, attendees at the Public Visioning workshop
expressed interest in working with the Agricultural Commission to promote agri‐tourism in
Easthampton and revitalize the former Copaco Orchard, currently owned by the city, to maintain a
local food economy. There is also interest in establishing a trail network to connect several of the
permanently protected parcels on Park Hill, including Echodale and the Community Gardens,
through passive recreational opportunities.
One of the City’s highest priorities, as stated in the most recent Easthampton Open Space survey,
was protection of the Barnes Aquifer and the groundwater it provides to city residents. This is
consistent with the results of the 2012 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP)
which found that drinking water was among the most important non‐outdoor recreation value of
land. The City has actively protected this natural resource through its participation in the Barnes
Aquifer Protection Advisory Committee (BAPAC) and through the acquisition of parcels within the
Zone II. The City should continue these efforts and develop a local Wellhead Protection Plan. This
plan would identify potential threats to groundwater resources and coordinate future protection
efforts. In addition to the Barnes, other water resources such as the mill ponds, streams and rivers
should continue to be monitored for water quality and the sedimentation controls should be
maintained. Protection of wetlands and waterways could be further enhanced through the adoption
of a local wetlands ordinance.
While much of the focus for open space protection has been the purchase of key open space parcels
for passive recreation, habitat protection, and agricultural preservation, stewardship of these lands
has not always been a priority. Partnerships for stewardship between the City and local land trusts
should be explored. The City can improve its stewardship activities by working with volunteers or
consultants to develop baseline studies and monitor existing Conservation Restrictions and
Agriculture Preservation Restrictions. In addition, the City should provide a map and booklet of
existing protected areas, which would provide the public with information on access, parking, and
trail head locations. Better utilization of these areas by the public will only enhance public support
for open space acquisitions and policy decisions in the future.

B.

SUMMARY OF COMMUNITY NEEDS

One of the most important challenges that the city will need to address in regard to land use is how
to best balance open space protection with development pressures. The City has taken steps to
encourage infill development through proactive planning, zoning updates, and public infrastructure
projects that support private investment. Better utilization of some of these tools, such as Transfer
of Development Rights (Appendix F: Transfer of Development Rights Map), Chapter 40R and the
Open Space Residential Development ordinance will direct growth to the city centers where
infrastructure is available and away from our Priority Protection Areas.
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Passive and active recreational opportunities are readily available throughout the city, especially
within the downtown area where the highest concentration of low‐moderate income population
resides. However, the public has noted that some of these recreational facilities are aging, and
resources to upgrade are needed. The development of a Master Plan for Nonotuck Park will
prioritize resource needs, as well as develop a timeframe and identify possible funding
opportunities for implementation. Residents support the idea of establishing a non‐profit “Friends
of Nonotuck Park” to assist with fundraising for these infrastructure improvements.
Given that many of the protected open spaces and places in the community prohibit dogs, residents
have also expressed the desire for a dog park to be located within Nonotuck Park or another
location in the community. A committee should be formed to study the feasibility of creating a dog
park, and the rules and regulations that would be needed for such a facility. “Dog friendly” places in
the community should also be identified as part of the public lands booklet previously discussed.
There are a few neighborhoods within the city where there are no parks or playgrounds within
walking distance. About 25 percent of survey respondents stated they are not within walking
distance of a park. For example, within Easthampton’s Environmental Justice Low Income Block
Group as identified in the 2010 US Census (Appendix B: Environmental Justice Areas), there are no
pocket parks, and only one playground located at the Maple Street Elementary School, which is
open to the public during non‐school hours. However, residents within this block group are within
a one‐mile walk to Nonotuck Park, Lower Mill Pond Park, and Pleasant Green. The City should
continue to work to identify opportunities to develop new parks within a half‐mile of homes,
regardless of age or income. Community gardens could also be expanded to locations within the
downtown area, to provide access to individuals who may not have a car to get to the existing
gardens in the Park Hill area.
Easthampton residents’ desire new or expanded parks which support the existing recreational
activities that are currently occur on the Mill Ponds. Similar to the recreational demands as listed in
the 2012 Statewide Recreation Plan, Easthampton residents would like an increase in water‐based
recreation (Appendix N: OSRP Survey Results) and more boat ramps. Lower Mill Pond and
Nashawannuck Pond are actively used for fishing and non‐motorized boating. Fishing activities
usually occur near the dams or on the shoreline of these ponds. Handicap fishing access points are
provided at each of the Ponds. Safer fishing areas along the shorelines should be provided at each of
these Ponds. A proposal for a Promenade Park at Nashawannuck Pond would provide this access.
As for boating, Lower Mill Pond has a dedicated boat ramp which is well used. There is no formal
boat launch or ramp at Nashwannuck Pond, which was discussed as an issue at the most recent
Open Space Visioning Workshop (Appendix O: Visioning Workshop Results). Preliminary plans
have been developed to provide floating docks as part of a Promenade Park proposal for the
northern tip of Nashawannuck Pond. A preliminary design was also completed for a launch facility
at Boathouse Beach, which would not only provide boat access but also erosion control measures to
address ongoing sedimentation in the Pond.
According to the Open Space survey, the Manhan Rail Trail is the most utilized recreational
resource in the City – about 42 percent of the survey respondents use the trail weekly (Appendix N:
59 | Page

Easthampton Open Space and Recreation Plan

2013

OSRP Survey Results). Built on the abandoned railroad right‐of‐way, the Rail Trail bi‐sects the city
and connects to a regional trail network in surrounding municipalities. The final phase of work
along the abandoned rail line was completed in 2012. However, the next step is to expand the trail
connectors, through bike lanes or sidewalks, to neighborhoods, parks, and schools. Wayfinding
signs will also help with locating these places within the community from the trail.
As mentioned in the Statewide Recreation Plan, Western and Central Massachusetts residents more
often mention hiking trails as a facility they would like to see more of. This is certainly the case in
Easthampton as well, with non‐motorized trail use as the highest rating activity (91 percent of
survey respondents), and nature trails ranks as the highest recreational need (55 percent of survey
respondents) in the city. It was noted several times by survey respondents that they would use the
trails in Easthampton if they knew where they were located. Again, the development of a local trail
guidebook would be instrumental in providing greater access to the trails.
It is critical to work to fully meet ADA requirements and needs for disabled city residents at our
open space and recreational facilities. Currently, the Pascommuck Conservation Trust, the city’s
local land trust, is developing plans for a handicap accessible trail on a new conservation project on
East Street. The City owns the Conservation Restriction on this parcel, and has a vested interest to
see the first accessible trail developed in the city. Other ideas include adding a handicap accessible
raised beds in new community gardens developed in the city. In addition, the results of the ADA
survey as required under this plan will provide guidance to city officials on how to programs for
disabled youth and adults. Demographic trends also show the possible need for programing for
aging adults.

C.

MANAGEMENT NEEDS, POTENTIAL CHANGE OF USE

Management of open space and recreational facilities is split among several different city
departments, and hundreds of permanently protected acres are managed by non‐city groups such
as state agencies, non‐profits, and land trusts. On the city side, most recreational facilities are under
the jurisdiction of the Parks and Recreation Department, with the exception of the facilities that are
located on school grounds, which includes the Easthampton Public Schools as well as the private
Williston‐Northampton School.
City‐owned recreational facilities are currently managed by the Parks and Recreation Department,
while protected open spaces are owned and managed by the Conservation Commission. Currently,
Nashwannuck Pond, with the exception of Boathouse Beach, is under the jurisdiction of the Mayor’s
Office. The Nashawannuck Pond Steering Committee provides recommendations to the Mayor’s
office regarding future needs for the Pond. Boathouse Beach is under the management of the Parks
and Recreation Department. The Planning Department provides support through grant writing and
other technical assistance to all of these various city departments for acquisition, rehabilitation, and
development of these properties and facilities.
As stated earlier, the stewardship of the properties maintained by the Conservation Commission
has been lacking in the past. The resources to develop forestry/wildlife management plans, walking
trails, parking and accessible public access are not present. However, the Commission has
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acknowledged that this is a key responsibility to their duties, and with the completion of the Open
Space and Recreation Plan, particularly the inventory list in Section 5, the Commission will quickly
move ahead to determine how to best manage the properties under their jurisdiction. Most likely,
efforts and advertising of volunteer opportunities need to be pursued. Such a volunteer pool could
alleviate demands on the Conservation Commission to develop walking/hiking trails and other
stewardship functions.
The Parks and Recreation Department has its hands full with maintaining the parks and the
programming they offer. Expansion of these services and areas is contingent upon increased
funding. The Department has made great progress in implementing the objectives in their 1998
Recreation Plan. They recently completed major improvements within Nonotuck Park, including
bathrooms, ball fields, and pavilions.
Communication between the local boards is limited, with the Planning Department generally
serving as the liaison between the various Boards and Committees. An Open Space Advisory
Committee was formed to oversee the development of the plan. It is the hope that this committee
will stay in place after the completion of this Open Space and Recreation Plan to oversee
implementation of the Goals and Actions.
Generally, most new development in Easthampton is infill or redevelopment of underutilized
parcels. There are few remaining vacant parcels remaining for development (Appendix M: Vacant
Lands Map), but those that do remain are in priority protection areas, such as East Street and Park
Hill Road. In addition, there are some key vacant parcels in the Aquifer District that should be
protected for water quality purposes.
There are two parcels in Easthampton that may provide the opportunity for additional or expanded
parks in the city. First, the former Parson Street School has recently been released as surplus
property, and the City would like to either sell or lease the building to a private entity for new
development. The opportunity for a new park or playground as part of this future use would be key
to providing a facility within the New City neighborhood, an area previously identified as an
Environmental Justice area in Easthampton. In addition, new infrastructure improvements along
the Rail Trail side of Pleasant Street Mills will further enhance this corridor and provide bike
amenities as well as increase utilization of Lower Mill Pond Park.
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SECTION 8: GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Goal #1: Existing recreational facilities and opportunities are improved to meet the needs of
residents.
Objectives:
 Playgrounds and tot lots are maintained to safety standards applied to schools
 Improve boat access on Nashawannuck Pond and the Manhan River
 Funding for recreational improvements is available
 Improve existing swimming facilities
Goal #2 Recreational facilities and opportunities are expanded to accommodate the needs of
residents.
Objectives:
 The sidewalk network creates connections to rail trail.
 A network of pocket parks in neighborhoods exists.
 Funding for recreational expansions is available
Goal #3: Agriculture is preserved and promoted as an important aspect of community
character.
Objectives:
 Agritourism is promoted
 Local food economy is vibrant
 Recreational opportunities are tied into ag lands
Goal #4: Priority Protection Areas are protected and well stewarded and support
connectivity to protected open space.
Objectives:
 Residents know where conservation lands are and rules and regulations for use
 Create a protected greenway along the Manahan River
 The Park Hill Priority Protection Area is protected as open space and suburban sprawl is
prevented
 The East Street Priority Protection Area is protected as open space and suburban sprawl is
prevented
 Private and public conservation lands are well stewarded and ecologically resilient
 Trails are well stewarded in good condition
 Local regulations support priority protection areas
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Goal #5: Groundwater and surface water are protected as clean and abundant resources.
Objectives:
 Important recharge land over the Barnes Aquifer is protected from development
 Surface water sedimentation is controlled and minimized
 Local regulations support maintaining good water quality as a primary objective
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SECTION 9: SEVEN YEAR ACTION PLAN
NOTE: Under “Responsible Party” the lead party is listed first, with supporting organizations and entities listed thereafter.
Goal #1: Existing recreational facilities and opportunities are improved to meet the needs of residents
Action
Timeline Responsible Party
1. Create a Master Plan for Nonotuck Park
2. Expand Manhan Rail Trail, through bike lanes and sidewalks, to connect to
neighborhoods, parks, and schools
3. Create car‐top boat launch for Nashawannuck Pond

4. Implement upgrades to playgrounds throughout the city, especially
Nonotuck Park
5. Create a recreational guide to Easthampton for residents and tourists

6. Evaluate parking needs and traffic calming measures at all recreational
facilities
7. Create a 501c3 “Friends of Nonotuck Park” to spearhead fundraising
efforts for the Park
8. Seek funding for pool improvements at Nonotuck Park and White Brook
Middle School
9. Seek funding for design and construction of sidewalks, especially on East
Street
10. Build new Park and Recreation Department facility
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Year 2
Ongoing

Year 4

Ongoing
Year 1

Parks and Rec
Manhan Trail Committee;
Planning; Dept. of Public
Works
Nashwannuck Pond
Committee; Parks and Rec;
Planning
Parks and Rec; Planning

Funding
opportunities
City appropriation
Transportation
Enhancement funds
MA Office of Fishing and
Boating Access
CDBG; CPA; ADA funds;
foundations
Conservation Donations
Account

Year 3

Conservation Commission;
Planning; Rail Trail committee;
PCT; Chamber
Parks and Rec; Planning; PVPC

Year 3

Parks and Rec

Year 3

School Dept; Parks and Rec

Year 5

Planning

City appropriation;
grants
TBD

Year 5

Parks and Recreation

Capital Improvements

PVPC Technical
Assistance
Fundraising
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Goal #2: Recreational facilities and opportunities are expanded to accommodate the needs of residents
Action
Timeline Responsible Party
1. Complete design and construction of a Promenade Park at Nashawannuck
Pond
2. Form a committee to study the feasibility of creating a dog park, including
identification of possible locations, and creation of rules and regulations
3. Identify locations and construct new pocket parks in neighborhoods
lacking access to green space
4. Investigate fundraising for maintenance and preservation of all
recreational infrastructure, especially the Manhan Rail Trail

Year 1

Planning; Parks and Rec

Funding
opportunities
PARC

Year 7

Planning

None needed

Ongoing

Planning; Parks and Rec

PARC; CDBG; CPA;
foundations

Ongoing

All

TBD

Goal #3: Agriculture is preserved and promoted as an important aspect of community character
Action
Timeline Responsible Party
1. Expand the Ted Sparko Memorial Community Garden and/or create a
new community garden within the downtown area
2. Agricultural Commission is active in promotion of local agriculture and
public outreach
3. Determine viability for food production on the city‐owned orchard on
Park Hill Road

Year 2
Ongoing

Garden Committee;
Conservation Commission
Agricultural Commission

Funding
Opportunities
CPA; PARC; Garden
Donations
None needed

Year 2

Conservation Commission;
None needed
Planning; Agricultural
Commission; Garden
Committee
4. Work with landowners to expand network of active farmland through fee
Ongoing Conservation Commission;
Dept of Conservation
acquisitions, conservation restrictions, agricultural preservation
Planning; PCT; Kestrel Trust;
and Recreation; Dept of
restrictions, and/or donations
Trust for Public Land
Agricultural Resources
Goal #4: Priority Protection Areas are protected and wellstewarded and support connectivity to protected open spaces
Action
Timeline Responsible Party
Funding
Opportunities
1. Promote public access to conservation lands with improved signage,
Year 2
Conservation Commission;
CPA; Conservation
maps, and educational outreach
Planning; PCT
Donations Account
2. Work with landowners to expand network of active farmland through fee
Ongoing Conservation Commission;
Dept of Conservation
acquisitions, conservation restrictions, agricultural preservation
Planning; PCT
and Recreation; Dept of
restrictions, and/or donations
Agricultural Resources
3. City and land trust partners work collaboratively to develop and support
Ongoing Conservation Commission;
None needed
a corps of volunteer land stewards for conservation land maintenance
Planning; PCT
4. Review Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) ordinance and revise to
Year 6
Planning Board
None needed
promote use of this zoning tool for protecting open space
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5. Develop guidelines under the OSRD ordinance for open space selection
and design
6. Promote greater utilization of the Chapter 40R Smart Growth Overlay
District Ordinance
7. Work with conservation partners to identify land protection
opportunities within the core priority protection areas, and seek funding to
implement protection
8. Adopt Ridgeline Protection Ordinance to protect the steep slopes of
Mount Tom from erosion control and disturbance of rare, threatened, and
endangered species
9. Develop controls for invasive species management along the Manhan
River and other locations within the city
10. Conduct Public Shade Tree Inventory

2013

Timeline

Responsible Party

Year 4

Planning Board

Funding
Opportunities
None needed

Ongoing

Planning Board

None needed

Ongoing

Conservation Commission;
Planning; PCT

LAND grant

Year 7

Planning Board

None needed

Year 5

Conservation Commission;
Planning; PCT; Mass Audubon

Dept. of Environmental
Management; National
Fish and Wildlife
Foundation grants;
Urban Forestry grants

Planning Department, Tree
Warden
Goal #5: Groundwater and surface water are protected as clean and abundant resources
Action
Timeline Responsible Party
1. Develop a local Wellhead Protection Plan for the municipal wells
2. Adopt a local Wetlands Ordinance
3. Conduct education and outreach to private well owners and schools about
the Barnes Aquifer including Best Management Practices to prevent
pollution
4. Maintain sediment control measures to Nashawannuck Pond and other
surface waters
5. Evaluate winter snow storage and consider alternative locations away
from Manhan River and Barnes Aquifer
6. Work with landowners to protect open space over the Barnes Aquifer
through fee acquisitions, conservation restrictions, agriculture preservation
restrictions, and/or donations
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Year 4

Year 6

Dept of Public Works

Funding
Opportunities
Dept. of Environmental
Protection
None needed
BAPAC
local
assessment

Year 1
Ongoing

Conservation Commission
BAPAC

Ongoing

Mayor’s Office; Nashawannuck
Pond Committee
Dept of Public Works

TBD

Planning; Conservation
Commission; BAPAC

LAND grant; Drinking
Water Supply
Protection grant

Year 7
Ongoing

TBD
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Seven Year Action Plan, by Year
Year One


Complete design and construction of a Promenade Park at Nashawannuck Pond




Adopt a local Wetlands Ordinance
Create a recreational guide to Easthampton for residents and tourists

Year Two


Create a Master Plan for Nonotuck Park



Expand the Ted Sparko Memorial Community Garden and/or create a new community garden within
the downtown area
Determine viability for food production on the city‐owned orchard on Park Hill Road




Promote public access to conservation lands with improved signage, maps, and educational outreach

Year Three




Evaluate parking needs and traffic calming measures at all recreational facilities
Create a 501c3 “Friends of Nonotuck Park” to spearhead fundraising efforts for the Park
Seek funding for pool improvements at Nonotuck Park and White Brook Middle School

Year Four




Create car‐top boat launch for Nashawannuck Pond at Water Lane
Develop guidelines under the OSRD ordinance for open space selection and design
Conduct a Public Shade Tree Inventory

Year Five



Seek funding for design and construction of a sidewalk on East Street



Build new Parks and Recreation facility

Develop controls for invasive species management along the Manhan River and other locations
within the city

Year Six


Review Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) ordinance and revise to promote use of this zoning
tool for protecting open space



Develop a local Wellhead Protection Plan for the municipal wells

Year Seven


Form a committee to study the feasibility of creating a dog park, including identification of possible
locations, and creation of rules and regulations



Adopt Ridgeline Protection Ordinance to protect the steep slopes of Mount Tom from erosion control
and disturbance of rare, threatened, and endangered species
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Evaluate winter snow storage and consider alternative locations away from Manhan River and
Barnes Aquifer

Ongoing






Expand Manhan Rail Trail, through bike lanes and sidewalks, to connect to neighborhoods, parks, and
schools
Implement upgrades to playgrounds throughout the city, especially Nonotuck Park
Identify locations and construct new pocket parks in neighborhoods lacking access to green space
Agricultural Commission is active in promotion of local agriculture and public outreach
Work with landowners to expand network of active farmland through fee acquisitions, conservation
restrictions, agricultural preservation restrictions, and/or donations



City and land trust partners work collaboratively to develop and support a corps of volunteer land
stewards for conservation land maintenance




Promote greater utilization of the Chapter 40R Smart Growth Overlay District Ordinance



Conduct education and outreach to private well owners and schools about the Barnes Aquifer
including Best Management Practices to prevent pollution
Maintain sediment control measures to Nashawannuck Pond and other surface waters




Work with conservation partners to identify land protection opportunities within the core priority
protection areas, and seek funding to implement protection

Work with landowners to protect open space over the Barnes Aquifer through fee acquisitions,
conservation restrictions, agriculture preservation restrictions, and/or donations
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