Executive Summary
This plan identifies priority opportunities to address
stormwater-driven flooding hazards and improve water
quality through the use of nature-based, green infrastructure
practices. This approach looks at ‘end of the pipe’ problems
and seeks to create long-term solutions that address the root
causes. In the case of green infrastructure, that means
correcting nutrient-impaired waters and known problems at
stormwater outfalls with improved management of
stormwater in the upgradient drainage areas.

City of Easthampton
Green Infrastructure
Master Plan
 21 concept-level designs to support future implementation projects
 Standard design details for low-maintenance green infrastructure practices
 Potential funding sources for recommended projects

Green infrastructure refers to systems and practices that
reduce stormwater runoff using vegetation, soils, and natural
processes to capture, manage, and/or reuse rainfall close to
where it falls, keeping it out of drainage systems and receiving
waters and lessening the stress on our City’s network of
stormwater pipes.
The plan is the culmination of a year-long process of assessing
potential green infrastructure sites and project ideas
throughout the City. Proposed green infrastructure projects
encompass a range of site-specific practices, linear green
infrastructure in municipal road right of ways, and also more
de-centralized approaches to manage stormwater, increase
flood storage, and restore ecosystems on public lands.
Easthampton needs sound, future-focused solutions to guide
development in ways that consider future climate
conditions—from flooding to extreme heat and drought—
ongoing maintenance needs, and the needs of the City’s
environmental justice and climate vulnerable populations.
This plan is intended to help City officials, decision-makers,
and residents think proactively about climate resilient
development strategies and projects that will benefit water
quality and ecological health while simultaneously making
our City stronger and better prepared for the future.

Aging Stormwater
Infrastructure
The City of Easthampton operates
an extensive drainage network to
collect and convey stormwater,
consisting of over 2,800 catch basins
(inlets from roadways into the
underground drainage system), over
70 miles of drainage pipe, and
nearly 200 outfalls where stormwater
is ultimately conveyed to streams
and wetlands.

Climate Change
& Stormwater

As precipitation events become more
intense and less predictable,
undersized and aging stormwater
infrastructure is expected to pose a
greater threat of failure and flooding.
Catch basins can be overwhelmed,
and even where drainage pipes are of
adequate size, high volume
stormwater flows can result in powerful
erosive forces and scouring at outfalls,
with corresponding impacts to natural
streams.

long-term solutions.
transformative futures.

Much of this infrastructure is past its
intended design lifespan, and in
some cases, the drainage network is
beginning to fail. To address water
infrastructure needs, the City
invested in a 5-year process to
develop an Integrated Water
Resources Management Plan. That
planning process tallied the costs of
stormwater management (including
upkeep and operations of the
system and compliance with federal
regulations) as approximately $1.3
million annually.

